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REPORT. 



Military Department, Michigan, 
Adjutant General's Office, 
( Lansing, Sept 30, 1888. 

To His Excellency, Cyrus G. Luce, Oovemor and Commander-in-Chief: 

Sir, — I have the honor to submit the following report of this office for 
1887 and 1888 : 

DEATH OF GEK. ROBERTSOK. 

Early in the year 1887 this State suffered the lamentable loss of Adjutant Gen- 
eral Robertson, who, for more than a quarter of a century, had been at the 
head of its military affairs. The following order, announcing his death, was 
received with sorrow by the veterans of the rebellion, the militia, and citizens 
generally : 

MILITARY DEPARTMENT, MICHIGAN, 
Adjutant General's Office, 

Lansing, March 21, 1887, 
•General Ordbrs, 
No. 10. 

It has become the solemn and painful duty of the Commander-in-Chief to make 
official announcement of the death of Brigadier General John Robertson, who quietly 
passed away, in the fullness of years and good works, at Detroit, on the 19th instant, at 
8:30 o'clock. In profound sorrow we bow in reverence to the will of the Supreme Being. 

General Robertson^s invaluable services and devotion to the State and the Union since 
1861, and especially during the civil war, his faithful and systematic management of 
his department, his genial good nature and companionable manners, will ever be re- 
membered by the people and soldiery of Michigan. To his care, fidelity, and ability, 
Michigan is indebted in a large measure, not only for the present high status of its 
military forces, but also for the reputation she achieved during the late war, in which 
he endeared himself to the soldiers from this State. 

General Robertson was born in Portsoy, Banffshire, Scotland, January 2, 1814; com- 
ing to this country in 1833. His education had been shaped for a professional life, but 
his love for military service being predominaut he at once entered the regular army of 
the United States, serving therein six years. He settled in Detroit in 1840, and has been 
identified with the State Troops for about thirty-five years. He received his first com- 
mission from Governor Bingham, as a lieutenant in the Detroit Light Guard, in Novem- 
ber, 1855. In the spring of 1861, civil war being inevitable. Governor Austin Blair 
selected him for his Adjutant General, his commission dating March 15, in which posi- 
tion he has been continued for twenty-six consecutive years. 

As an appropriate and deserved tribute to his memory, the officers of the Michigan 
State Troops will wear the prescribed badge of mourning, and drape their colors, when 
on parade, for thirty days. 

The Governor and his staff, in uniform, will attend the funeral, which will take place 
in Detroit on Tuesday, the 22id instant, at 3 o'clock P. M. 

By order of 

CYRUS G. LUCE, 

W. C. Humphrey, Oovemor and Commander-in-Chief. 

Asst. Adjutant General , 
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NATIONAL ENCAMPMBKT AT WASHINGTON. 

In May, 1887, three companies of Michigan State Troops attended the 
National Encampment at Washington, and two companies participated in the 
competitiye drill. Thirty of the hest drilled infantry companies in the 
National Onard of the country entered the contest. Company I, Second 
Begiment, of Grand Rapids, was awarded fifteenth place, and Oompany D, 
First Regiment, of Jackson, was awarded eighteenth place. Owing to the 
illness of two members, which reduced their ranks below the required 
number. Company B, Second Regiment, was unable to participate in the 
drill. 

The part taken in this encampment by a company of cadets from the 
Michigan Military Academy, of Orchard Lake, which institution, although 
not a part of our military establishment, is, nevertheless, very nearly allied 
thereto, redounded to the honor and military prestige of the State. This 
company took first prize in its class, and was conceded by those best 
competent to judge, to be the best drilled company at the encampment. 

STATE ENCAMPMENT, 1887. 

In 1887 an encampment of the State troops took place at Island Lake, by 
virtue of following orders : 

' Military Department, Michigan, 

Adjutant General's Office, 

LanainQt May 2, 1887, 

General Obders, 
No. 13. 

On the recommendation of the State Military Board, an encampment of instruction 
of the Michigan State Troops for 1887 is hereby ordered, under provision of Section 67, 
State military law. The encampment will be held at Island Lake, commencing on 
Thursday, August 11, and ending on Monday, August 15. 

As the term allowed for the encampment is limited to five days, companies will move 
so as to reach camp on or before sunrise of August 11, and on their arrival, company 
commanders will at once report to their respective regimental commanders. 

The camp will be under the command of Brigadier General I. C. Smith, who is here- 
by authorized to extend his jurisdiction to a distance of one-fourth of a mile around 
such camp, in accordance with Section 68 of the military law. 

The Quartermaster General will forward to company commanders, direct. Camp Mus- 
ter Rolls which will be made out by said officers, properly certified and signed as- 
directed on the blank, giving names and date of enlistment of all officers and men of 
their respective companies who are to be present at the encampment, such rolls to be 
forwarded as thereon directed, twenty-five days prior to the opening of the camp. On 
the arrival of companies they will be mustered on such rolls by the Inspector General^ 
or his assistants, and new members will not be deemed eligible for camp duty who have 
not been mustered into service for at least sixty days prior to August 11. 

Particular attention should be given by company commanders, and the utmost care 
taken in the prepaiation of the muster roU for camp service, especially as they have 10* 
certify that the roll is correct and true and that the men whose names are entered 
thereon were enlisted, enrolled, and joined for duty on the dates set opposite their 
respective names, and that they have been prox)erly mustered into the service of the 
State. 
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The entire staff of the (Dommander-in-Chief will be present, if possible, during the 
•encampment, reporting for duty Friday morning, August 12. 

On the forenoon of Monday, the 15th, the troops will be inspected and reviewed by 
the Commander-in-Chief. 

On the recommendation of the Inspector General, Colonels Geo. M. Devlin, Evi J. 
Ensign, E. Crofton Fox and Geo. S. Lock wood, are hereby detailed as Assistant 
Inspectors General, and will report for special duty at the encampment, on the morn- 
ing of the 11th, to Brig. Gen. F. D. Newberry, Inspector General. 

In addition to the inspection directed in Section 70 of the military law, the Inspector 
•General may require such drill and battalion maneuvers, under his supervision, as he 
may deem necessary to show the instruction of the troops. 

During the whole term of duty the troops and camp will be under the inspection and 
•observation of an ofl&cer of the United States Army, who will be detailed by the War 
Department for that purpose. 

Attention is directed to Section 107 of the military law, in reference to the use of 
intoxicating liquors on the part of the troops, and commanding officers are hereby 
directed to rigidly enforce the same, excluding all liquors from the camp. 

The Quartermaster General will provide the required transportation, and on the 
requisition of the Brigade Commander will furnish a sufficient number of tents, and 
such other articles and supplies as may be necessary for the encampment, and that are 
allowable under the law, and the custom of the service. 

The proficiency and efficiency of the militia of the State cannot be otherwise than a 
source of interest, pride and gratification^ alike to the patriotic citizen and to the rank 
and file of the citizen-soldiery. It should be borne in mind constantly that it is solely 
for the purpose of promoting and advancing the proficiency in drill and the efficiency 
in discipline of the troops that camps of instruction are maintained. The annual en- 
campment is not designed to be an annual frolic and play-spell, but is rather a gather- 
ing of the military forces of the State for schooling and dnll. The closer these perti- 
nent facts are kept in mind and made the governing rule of action the greater will be 
the benefit the troops will derive— and the greater will be the compensation to the State 
— from the experience of the camp. The expense of the camps is necessarily large — 
the State has been liberal in providing the latest improved arms, excellent accoutre- 
juents and the best of uniforms— and the troops can best manifest appreciation, and 
merit a continuance of this support, by efforts to excel in soldierly accomplishments and 
deportment. Past experience justifies the expectation that such appreciation will be 
shown. Each succeeding year has witnessed a marked and substantial improvement 
in the drill, discipline, deportment and general proficiency of the officers and men in 
all the requisites which characterize the trained and experienced soldier. The Com- 
mander-in-Chief indulges the well founded expectation that in the forthcoming en- 
campment the troops will develop such a degree of proficiency in drill and discipline 
as will place the Michigan State Troops in the front rank of the National Guard of the 
country. 

By order of the Commander-in-Chief. 

D. B. AINGER, 

Adjutant General. 

Headquarters First Brigade, 
Michigan State Troops, 

Grand Rapids^ June 3, 1887. 
General Orders, 
No. 2. 
In compliance with G. O.No. 13, A. G. O., of date May 2. 1887, the Brigade Commander 
hereby extends the jurisdiction of the encampment to be established at Island Lake, to 
a distance of one-fourth of a mile around such camp, in accordance with Section 68 of 
the military law. By command of 

BRIG. GEN'L I. C. SMITH. 
C. W. Calkins, 

Lt. Col, and A. A. G, 
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Headquarteks First Brigade, 
Michigan Statr Troops, 

Grand Bapids, July 5, 1887. 
General Orders, 
No. 3. 

While each succeeding encampment of the Michigan State Troops has been, in msnj 
respects, an improvement on those that have gone before it, there is still room for 
advancement. We must not rest satisfied with what has been accomplished, but ever 
strive to show the progress which the authority that sends us year after year into a 
camp of instruction has good reason to expect. The just and friendly criticism whidi 
Gen. Pennington made of certain features regarding the encampment of 1886, in his 
very able and painstaking report, should serve to prevent a repetition of the shortcom- 
ings and irregularities which were pointed out. And by our efforts to hold fast the* 
good, and correct the errors, let us show Gen. Black, who is to be our honored visiting 
inspector, that our camp is in reality a camp of instruction. 

It is expected that the percentage of absentees will be reduced to the minimum of 
absolute necessity. Any enlisted man distant a half mile from camp withoi:ft a pass 
from his regimental commander, countersigned at these headquarters, will be deemed 
'' absent without leave, -^ and will be sent home and his dismissal from the service 
recommended. Roll calls are to be rigidlv conducted, and any men '* absent -without 
leave" are to be promptly reported through company and regimental headquarters, to 
the brigade commander. All trespassing or other unsoldierly conduct in the neighbor- 
hood of the camp is expressly forbidden. • 

The encampment is to be one of soldiers, and carried on in true martial spirit. To 
do this the greatest attention must be paid at all times to the discipline and courtesy 
which properly exist between officers and men. The good judgment of true soldiers 
will readily suggest the behavior demanded by real military courtesy. And discipline- 
is the essence of soldierly bearing. . 

Bedding, extra clothing, arms and equipments are to be neatly and compactly 
arranged while in quarters. The side walls of tents are to be raised each day for 
ventilation. The kitchens and mess tents are to be kept scrupulously clean, and always^ 
in readiness for inspection. 

At the sound of '' taps '' all lights are to be extinguished, except in officers' quarters, 
and quiet must prevail throughout the camp. Immediately after ** taps ^ one or more 
company officers will patrol the streets of their respective companies to observe the 
enforcement of the order. Company and field officers will be held personally responsi- 
ble for the good order and discipline of their several commands. 

For dress purposes the white helmet will be worn. The black helmet is not to be- 
taken to camp. 

Guard duty will be performed by each regiment for its own camp, and it is especially 
enjoined upon regimental commanders to give this particular portion of encampment 
duty the attention which so important a feature rightly deserves. 

Where each member of the State Troops, actuated by an earnest desire to do his duty, 
shall put forth his best efforts in whatever position he occupies, as the brigade com- 
mander believes will be the case at the approaching encampment, it needs no prophet 
to foretell that the encampment of 1887 will surpass all its predecessors. 

By command of 

C. W. Calkins, BRIG. GEN'L I. C. SMITH. 

Lieut Col, and A. A, O. 

Military Department, Michigan, 
Adjutant General's Office, 

Lansing, July 12, 1887 » 

General Orders, 
No. 21. 

Th^ date of the annual encampment of the State Troops as at first announced in Gen- 
eral Orders having been changed by General Orders No. 17, the following further alter- 
ations in General Orders No. 13 are made necessary, £s follows: 

Companies will move so as to reach camp on or before sunrise of August 4. 

The entire Staff of the Commander-in-Chief will be present, if possible, during the 
encampment, reporting for duty Friday morning, August 6. 

On the forenoon of Monday, the 8th, the troops will be inspected and reviewed by the 
Commander-in-Chief. 
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The Assistant Inspectors General, as detailed, will report for special duty at the en- 
campment, on the morning of the 4th, to Brig. Qen, F. D. Newberry, Inspector Gen- 
eral. 

By order of the Commander-in-Chief. 

D. B. AINGER, 
Adjutant OeneraL 
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Headquarters First Brigade, 

Michigan State Troops, 

Island Lake, August 

General Orders, 
No. 4. 
Tbis caQip is named Camp John Robertson, in honor of the late Adjutant General. 
For more than a quarter of a century he ** reported for duty" as a State ** official," and 
when from "higher authority" the ** order" came '* to extinguish lights," he laid aside 
his earthly ** arms and equipments," and joined the *' bivouac" of the dead, to.be 
awakened by the " reveille" of immortality. 

By command of 

BRIG. GEN. I. C. SMITH* 

C. W. Calkins, 

Lieut. Col. and A, A. Q. 

Headquarters First Brigade^ 
Michigan State Troops, 

General Orders, Camp John Robertson, Avy. 3, 1887. 

No. 5. 

1. The daily routine of camp duty will be as follows, with such modifications as ma^^ 
be from time to time announced : 

REVEILLE. 

Musicians' call, 4.50 a. m. ; reveille, field music and band, 5.00 a. m. 

The interval between reveille roll-call and breakfast will be devoted to policing com- 
pany grounds, raising tent walls, and taking care of bedding, and short exercises in 
the setting-up drill. 

Breakfast call, 6.80 a. m.; sick call, 7.00 a. m. 

guard MOUNTING. 

For First and Third Regiments: Musicians' caU, 7.10 a. m.; Assembly, 7.20 a. xq.; 
Adjutant's caP, 7.30 a. m. 

As soon as the guard of First and Third Regiments marches in review the call» 
will be sounded, ten minutes apart, for the Second and Fourth Regiments. 

BATTALION DRILL. 

Assembly, 9.15 a. m.; Adjutant's call, 9,80 8« m.; Recall, 11.80 a. m. 
Dinner Call, 12.00 m. 

ORDERLY HOUR. 

First Sergeant's Call, 1.00 p. m. 

First Sergeants will report at Adjutant's office for blanks, orders, and instructions.. 

Battalion Drill on Thursday and Friday. 

Brigade Drill on Saturday and Monday. 

AssembW'. 2.45 p. m. ; Adjutant's Call, .8.00 p. m. : Recall, 5.00 p. m. 

Supper Call, 5.80 p. m. 

Drees Parade, on Thursday, Friday and Sunday, for First and Third Regiments. 

Musicians' Call, 6.10 p. m.; Assembly, 6.20 p. m.; Adjutant's Call, 6.80 p. m. 

The Parade of Second and Fourth Re^ments will follow immediately after the Pa- 
rade of the First and Third Regiments is completed, calls being sounded ten minutes^ 
apart. 
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* 

On Thursday, Friday and Sunday the retreat call will be sounded as the last parade 
is dismissed by the Adjutant. 

Brigade Dress Parade on Saturday and Monday, with calls as set down above for 
First and Third Regiments. On these occasions ' ' Retreat" will folio w immediately after 
the ** Sound Oft" on parade. 

Tattoo, 10.00 p. m. 

Taps, 10.80 p. m. 

All lights, except in officers* quarters, to be at once extinguished, and strict order 
and silence maintained throughout the camp. Officers of the Day are especially en- 
joined to observe the enforcement of this order, and will report to regimental com- 
manders any deviation therefrom. 

2. The dailv detail of each regiment for guard duty will bt9 as follows: 

1 Captain, Officer of the Day ; 1 First Lieutenant, Senior Officer of the Guard ; 1 
Second Lieutenant, Junior Officer of the Guard ; 8 Sergeants, 3 C!orporals. and 60 
Privates. Five posts will be maintained on each flank, three in front of regiment, three 
in rear, one at regimental headquarters, and one at the guard house. In addition to 
above the First Regiment will supply one post at brigade hetuiquarters, and furnish 
one orderly for duty there ; and the Second Regimnnt will do the same for depart- 
ment headquarters. 

8. Having but two bands of music for the four regiments will necessitate prompt- 
ness on the part of field, staff and company officers, in forming for guard mounting 
and dress parade. No excuse will be entertained for delay, aud companies must be 
ready to move when the calls are sounded. 

4. There will be three daily roll-calls : at reveille^ 12 m. and at tattoo. One com- 

g any officer will be present at each roll-call, who will transmit a written report to these 
eaaquarters, through regimental headquarters, certified on honDb as to its correct- 
ness. Any enlisted men ** absent without leave" to be reported by name, and such 
absentees will be liable to loss of pay for the day. The fatigue uniform will be worn 
at all roll-calls. 

By command of 

BRIG. GEN. I. C. SMITH. 
C. W. Calkins, 

Lieut, Col, and A, A, O, 

Military Department, Michigan, 
Adjutant General's Office, 
Camp John Robertsony Island Lake, Aug, 4, 1887, 

General Orders, 
No. 24. 

The Michigan State Troops are again rendezvoused in annual encampment for tacti- 
cal instruction and schooling in military duties and discipline. The Commander-in- 
Chief congratulates the troops upon the favorable auspices under which they have 
assembled, and trusts that the fullest possible benefits may accrue to the command as 
the result of the experience of the camp. 

The efficiency and proficiency of the Michigan State Troops have long excited the pride 
and admiration of the citizens of the State. This is both gratifying and essential. The 
l^oops are maintained and supported, it should constantly be borne in mind, at public 
expense, and, naturally, the liberality of the support and the cheerfulness with which 
it IS voted, is contingent in a considerably degree upon the measure of proficiency and 
the reputation for exemplarity of conduct the troops sustain. 

Enlistment in the State troops is a voluntary act, but those who do enlist thereby con- 
sent to become subject to the State military laws and regulations. Rules and orders 
have been issued for the government of the camp, and it is clearly the duty of every 
officer and soldier to respect and obey them. Absenteeism without leave, noise and 
confusion after taps and the presence of liquor in the camp are transgressions conspicu- 
ously calculated to bring reproach upon the command, and should especially be avoided 
and prohibited. 

Precision in the manual of arms, skill in tactical maneuvering and brilliant display 
are not the onlv essential elements to a model military organization. There is neces- 
sary, becddes, the morale begotten by observance of discipline and soldierly deport- 
ment. 

There is noticeable throughout the country a manifest revival of interest and appreci- 
ation in regard to the value and importance of the militia of the several States. It is 
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comiog to be recognized Ihat in a countrj where large etanding armiee are regarded 
widi disfavor, the militia offers the most acceptable guarantee for national defense and 
domestic peace. With this increasing interest and appreciation comes a higher and 
more esactinK standard of excellence for the militia. The Michigan State Troops 
should not fail to note and respond to this sentiment if they would hold their enviable 
position in the front rank of tlie citizen soldiery of the country. 
By order of his excellency. Cyrus G. Lace, Commander-in-Chief. 

D. B. AINQER, 

Adjutant Oenerat. 

The following table will ahow the strength of the brigade present at the 
«ncampmeDt of 1887, and prove of interest for purposes of comparison : 
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MiLiTABY Department, Michigan, 1 

Adjutant General's OFnca, j- 

Camp John Robertson, August 8, 1887. } 

■ Gbnbral Ordbhs, 

No. 35. 

The Commandec-in-Chief, with unqualified pleasure, thanbs and congratulates the 
Michigan State troops upon the splendid success of the annual encampment. Too iquch 
praise cannot be accorded the command for the zealous and conscientious manner in 
vhich both rank and Sle have discharged their responsibilities and duties. 

It is no exaggeration to say that you have maintained that high order of soldierly 
deportment and discipline that warrants the a.ssertion being made that this has been a 
model encampment. The infractions of discipline have been reduced to the minimum 
and enthusiastic endeavor to secure the highest possible benefits from the drilb and 
duties of the camp has been raised to the maximum. 

The brigade commander and the regimental officers are entitled to the highest praise 
for the results secured, but it must not be forgotten that great approlmtion is due to 
the enlisted men for the cheerful manner in which they responded to the efforts made 
hy those in authority to raise the standard of deportment ot this encampment to the 
high degree of perfection attained. Without this co-operation of the enlisted men the 
efforts of the officers would have been far less successful. 

The high encomiums the camp has received from the press have been fully merited, 
and you have richly earned the thanks and commendation of the State. 

By order of bis Elxcellency, Cyrus Q. Luce, Commander-in-Chief. 

D. B. AINGER, 

Adjutant Oeneral. 

Following are the reports made by commanding ofBoeis and the inspecting 
officer, Col. H. M. Black, U. S. A., npoD this encampment. 
S 
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Hbadquartbes First Rbgimbnt^ 
MicmoAN Statb Troops, 

Adrian, Sept, 5, 1887» 

Lieut, Col, C, W, Calkins, Assistant Adjutant General First Brigade, M. 8. T, : 

Sir,— I have the honor to respectfully submit the following report, relative to Urn- 
First Rpgiment during the encampment of the First Brigade, Michigan State TroopB, at 
Camp John Robertson, August 4 to 8, 1887. 

In compliance with General Orders, No. 17, dated Adjutant General's office, TOTiring, 
June 17, 1887, the entire field and staff (except Ebenez^^r Thompson, chaplain, who 
was absent on account of sickness, and excused), and the several compaiiies of the 
regiment were in camp at 4:30 P. M, , August 3. As the companies arrived tliey reported 
at once at regimental headquarters, where they were mustered by Col. G. M. Deylin,. 
A. D. C. to the Commander in Chief. 

When the companies had all arrived, I reported the First Regiment in camp and readj 
for duty to Brig Gen. I. C. Smith, commanding camp 

The command was at once put under discipline, and the result was a quiet nighty 
something unusual for the first night in camp. There appeared to be a determim^on 
on the part of both officers and men to maintain good order and discipline, and to iiiak» 
Camp John Robertson (as the name deserved) the best and most quiet camp in the 
history of the brigade, which I am gratified to say was accomplished. 

At reveille on the morning of August 4, duty commenced and was performed as- 
required by General Orders, No. 5, dated Headquarters First Brigade, M. S. T., Gamp- 
John Robertson, August 3, 1887. 

The w eather was extremely warm, but by giving short and frequent rest -while on 
drill, the men were kept fresh and willing to work, and by confinmg our movements. 
were able to execute all the '* school of the battalion," together with some drill as 
skirmishers. ' 

The health of the command was i>ertect during the entire camp, without a cloud to 
mar our happiness, except the tragic death of Mvate Tom Brown, Company H., -who 
threw himself under a moving train and was instantly killed. Hin remams -were sent 
home in charge of an edcort composed of members of his own company. 

Good order was maintained during the night of August 8, which was a great pleasure 
to me. I most sincerely thank and confrratulate both officers and men of tne First 
Regiment for the excellent discipline observed during the entire encampment, and the 
cheerful manner in which they discharged their respective duties. 

To Colonel Black, of the United States Army, the Adjutant General, Quartermaster 
General, Inspector General, F. D. Newberry, Col. G. M. Devlin, and to Brigadier 
General I. C. Smith and staff, are due many thanks for courtesies extended. 

The regiment broke camp on the morning of Aug 9, and by 10:30 A. M. the companies. 
were on the way for their respective stations. 

All of which is respectfully submitted, 

BENJ. F. WHEELER, 
Colonel Commanding First Regiment. 

Headquarters Second Eugiment, 
Michigan State Troops, 

Kalamazoo, August 15, 1887, 

Lieut. Col. C. W. Calkins, Asst. Adft Oen. 1st Brigade, M. S. T,: 

Sir, — I have the honor to report that the ten companies of the Second Regiment 
complied with general orders No. 13, as modified by general orders Nos. 17 and 21, 
current series, by reporting for duty at Camp John Robertson, Island Lake, on the- 
evening of August 8, 1887. 

The morning reports of the 4th showed present for duty: Three field officers, and 
the staff with the exception of the Chaplain and Assistant Surgeon, twenty -seven 
commissioned officers of the line, and four hundred and six (406) enlisted men. 

A special report developed the fact that forty-three per cent, of the enlisted men of the 
regiment had never been in camp before. Four captcuns had been commissioned since 
the last encampment, and as one of the senior captains was not able to report at all, 
exactly half of the companies were in charge of company commanders who had never 
before acted in that capacity. 
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Six first lieutenants and four second lieutenants had also been commissioned since 
the last camp. With one exception the regiment had no field officer who had served 
in the field before, and the Adjutant, Quartermaster, and Sergeant Major were new to 
their positions. The command, however, seemed, without the exception of a single 
officer or enlisted man, to have reported with a determination to make up for its ais- 
advantages by earnest and cheerful work, and I felt from the first that I was receiving 
the hearty support of the entire regiment. 

I desire to cull attention to the fact that owing to the lack of any artillery organiza- 
tion in connection with the M. S. T., it became necessary upon two different days for 
my color company (whose officers and men had given attention to artillery drill) to be 
detailed for the service of field guns. 

While I realize that a practical regiment should' be able to drill with any formation 
of companies, it is somewhat discouragmg, when battalion drills are few, to constiuitly 
change the formation and command of divisions. I would recommend that before 
another encampment, steps be taken to provide a permanent artillery organization; a 
beginning at least might be made, and at any moment a few field guns may be 
needed for active duty in connection with our infantry. 

The guard duty performed by the regiment, measured by the standard of excellence, 
neceKsarily fell below the maximum. But I was satisfied with the amount of instruc* 
tion which the regimental officers of the day and officers of the guard were able to im- 
part in a twenty-four hours* tour of duty to a detail of over sixty men, so many of whom 
had never before been posted as sentinels, and where indeed, many of the officers were 
upon their first tour. 

The regiment was twice exercised in battalion skirmish drill. While there was room 
for great improvement, a beginning was made at this important drill, and I was en- 
couraged by the interest the men took in it. Once I used a mounted bugler to sound 
the calls, and was surprised at the readiness with which the lines learned several of 
them. I would suggest that at the next encampment ah allowance be made for the 
necessary regimental expense of a mounted bugler, able to sound the skirmish calls. 
Aside from the value of accustoming men to be thus controlled when in open order, 
they show much more spirit with a bugle drill than when the voice alone is used. 

Complaints come to me, from some of the officers, that they were unable to keep up 
with the changes made in tactics, etc., by the War Department. I would recommend 
that the orders and decisions issued by the Adjutant General, U. S. A., making 
changes which the State Troops are expected to follow, be reprinted by the State Mih- 
tary Department, and circulated to our officers. In no other way can they be made 
generally accessible to the M. S. T., and a regiment which does not have access to them 
hardly keeps up with the times. 

While the discipline of the regiment was excellent, and cheerfully acquiesced in by 
the command generally, I regret to report that two enlisted men deserted while on 
guard, and returned to their homes, and that one committed an assault and battery. 
These men were dismissed from the service with loss of pay, by order of the Com- 
mander-in-Chief. 

I strongly recommend that at another encampment courts martial be detailed. Disci- 
pline enforced by means of them must necessarily have greater force and effect with 
the command, than where the object is reached by the issue of an order as in the first 
instance, and individuals charged with offenses are unheard in their own behalf. If 
troops were ordered on active duty, in cise of civil turmoil for instance, the machinery 
and routine of a court martial should be so familiar to the officers as to be easily 
brought into use. 

Very respectfully your obedient servant, 

E. M. IRISH, 
Col, Comcfg Second Regiment. 

Headquarters Third Regiment, 
Michigan State Troops, 

Flint, Aug, 25, 1887. 

Lt. Col C. W. Calkins, Asat. Adjt. Gen. First Brigade M. S. T.: 

Sir,— I have the honor to report that the various companies of this regiment were 
promptly in camp at Island Lake August 3, as per orders, ready for duty. While the 
companies were not as large in numbers as at some former camps, they were fully up 
to the general average, and the regiment as a whole was, as heretofore, the largest in 
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camp. The slaff of the regiment, owing to resignations, removals and sickness, -wsB 
not as full as usual, still, by the energy, zeal and good will of those present, the regi- 
mtjnt was as well served as usuaL 

The conduct of the men in camp was admirable, and with two or three exceptions 
there was no breach of discipline reported. These exceptions the commanders of com- 
panies have undertaken to properly attend to. 

The drill of the regiment improves from year to year, and, in spite of the fact that 
this was the first camp of about 40 per cent of our men, the regiment was more easily 
handled than ever, showing the companies to be well drilled and the line officers to oe 
very proficient and capable men. 

Attention was directed more this year than ever before to guard duty and to skir- 
ihish drill, two very important matters which at home the companies do not have time 
or room to practice. We believe these to be very important, and while much tsood was 
4one this year they should be made special features in all camps. 

The now gun is a vast improvement, and I am heartilv glad that we have ^tten rid 
of the old ; the new arm is a fine one, and no man need fear that it will fail him in 
case of need. 

Our companies, messing themselves as usual, seemed to vie with each other, and all 
succeeded in setting up a fine ** bill of fare.'* If the State could be a little more liberal 
in the matter of tents it would be verv acceptable to the men, for with the heat at 
upwards of 90 degrees it is cruel to pack men into the tents as we have to do. 

The health of the men was never better in any camp we have ever held, notwith- 
standing the intense heat, and I think if our men were cautioned and restricted in the 
use of iced drinks while on the drill grounds, it would be still better for them. 

We were very fortunate this year in having such an elegant gentleman and fine 
soldier among us as Colonel Black, of the U. 8. A., who has earned the thanks of all 
by his courtesy and patience, and by the interest he manifested in our work. The 
presence of such gentlemen attiong us as we have always had from the U. S. A. cannot 
but tend to bring the militia and regulars in harmony. 

General Smith and staff have agam laid us under obligations for courtesies extended, 
and I wish to return my thanks to Adjutant J. L. Willett and Quartermaster John 
W. Britton for the very satisfactory manner in which they performed their respective 
duties ; also to Sergeant Waterworth, of Co. F., acting Sergt. Major during the camp. 

Very respectfully your obedient servant, 

C. S. BROWN, 
Colonel Comd'g Third Regiment. 

. Headquarters Fourth Regiment, 
Michigan State Troops, 

Detroit, Nov. J, 1887. 

Lt.'Col. C. W. Calkins, Aast. Adjt. Qen. First Brigade M. S, T.: 

Sir, — I herewith transmit report as commander of the Fourth Regiment : 

As in former years, a detail of one private from each company, under the command 
of Quartermaster F. W. Brede and Adjutant C. E. Locke, preceded the regiment to 
Island Lake, and everything was in readiness upon the arrival of the command. 

As I stated in a former rei)ort, I think the men should be put on duty at once upon 
arrival in camp ; still the discipline was better than ever before for first night~in fact, 
almost good enough. 

The plan of camping each regiment by itself, and placing the responsibility of good 
order and discipline upon the regimental and company officers, was more than a suc- 
cess, and the discipline in the regiment was all that could be desired. 

The introducing of skirmish in place of brigade drill was a move in the right direc- 
tion, and gave both officers and men practical instruction in a drill that heretofore they 
knew little or nothing about. 

Greater attention than ever before was given to the ceremony of guard mounting, 
the posting and relieving of sentinels, and the necessary palutes. Two guards were 
mounted daily (morning and evening), that every man might do two or more hours of 
guard duty. Sentinels were visited at all hours of the day and night bv a field officer, 
and the officers of the day, who questioned and instructed them in their duties. A 
guard book was correctly kept at the guard tent, and a report forwarded by each officer 
of the day. 

The time for holding the encampment was bad, it being almost impossible for the 
men to get away from their places of business at such a time, and I would suggest that 
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in future the date of the annual encampment be fixed not later than the 20th of July,, 
feeling certain of a larger attendance at that time than at any other. 

It also occurs to me that the annual visit of the Inspector General should be made 
not later than the Ist of May, so that in case changes in uniforms, etc., were ordered^ 
supplies could be issued before the encampment. 

I would also suggest that the Quartermaster General furnish at least one rake, one 
broom and a large basket to each company ; it is almost impossible to ''police camp"* 
without them. Again I ask that my regiment be furnished with overcoats, canteens 
and haversacks. 

In conclusion I will say that the discipline in the command was all that could be 
desired, and the hearty co-operation of every officer and man in the regiment made the* 
encampment of 1887 entirely satisfactory in every respect. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

EUGENE ROBINSON, 
Colonel Comd'g Fourth BegimenU 



Headquarters First Brigade, 
Michigan State Troops, 
Chrand Bapids, August 12, 18f^, 

Qen, D, B. Ainger, Adjutant General : 

Sir, — In compliance with General Orders No. 13, current series, the First Brigade^ 
Michigan State Troops, assembled at Camp John Robertson, Island Lake, on the even- 
ing of August 3. 

Thursday and Friday, both forenoon and afternoon, also Saturday forenoon, was de- 
voted to battalion drill, each of two hours* duration. On Saturday afternoon there was 
a brigade drill; Sunday forenoon brigade inspection. Owing to the non-attendance of 
the Chaplains, the customary Sunday afternoon service was omitted. 

At 10 a. m. Monday, the brigade was reviewed by Gov. Cyrus G. Luce, the Com- 
mander-in-Chief. 

Mondav afternoon the brigade maneuvered in a sham battle. Thursday, Friday and 
Sunday tne four regiments held dress parade by battalion; Saturday and Monday, dress 
parade was by brigade. Every morning there was regimental guard mounting, each 
regiment maintaining an independent guard. 

Although the weather was unusually hot, we were favored with a breeze that miti- 
gated its severity, and the health of the command was good ; there was very little 
sickness, and none reported as serious. 

The guard duty was fairly well done, considering that but few of the men had any 
previous experience, but as the officers are now provided with a manual on guard duty 
I shall expect a decided improvement another year. The policing was good, discipline 
fair, and a very decided improvement over any camp heretofore held; in fact it is a 
decided gratification to me to be able to commend the field officers for their excellent 
showing in this regard, and the line officers and enlisted men are entitled to praise for 
their efforts to make the camp an orderly and instructive one. 

The sham battle is very useful in instructing the officers to handle their men under 
fire, and they are entitled to credit for handling their commands so well. During the 
maneuvers on Monday afternoon, the field was so small they were limited to few 
changes in position. 

Company officers must give more attention to the skirmish drill at their armories. In 
battalion and brigade drill I think the command is second to none of the National 
Guards in the country. Colonel Black of the regular army is entitled to the thanks 
of the command for the instruction given, and I trust his criticisms and reports will 
have as good an effect, and be as perceptible at our next encampment, as Major Pen- 
nington's were during this our last and most successful camp. 

In conclusion I would recommend that the troops be furnished with canteens, haver- 
sacks and great-coats, also the purchase of a Gatling gun battery to be stationed in 
Detroit and Grand Rapids. 

My thanks are due to my staff officers for the very efficient manner in which they^ 
performed their duties. 

I have the honor to be very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

L C. SMITH, 
Brig, Qen. Comd^g First Brigade, M, 8. T. 
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Following is the report of Col. H. M. Black, XT. S. A., made to the War 
Department, upon the encampment of 1887 : * 

FOBT Watne, Detroit, Midh,, August 16, 2887. 

Adjutant General, U, S, Army, Washington, D, C, : 

General — I have the honor to report that, in accordance with paragraph 7, Special 
Orders, No. 143, current series, Headquarters of the Army, and letter of June 24, 1887, 
from War Department, Adjutant GeneraPs Office, I proceeded to the camp of theBfich- 
igan State Troops, at Island Lake, about three miles east of Brighton, Mich. , to carrj 
out my orders, arriving there about noon the 8d instant. 

I found the camp laid out and 583 tents pitched and ready for occupation by the 
governor and his staff, the brigadier general conmianding and staff, and four infantrr 
regiments, including brigade hospital. All had walls, none smaller than our wall- 
i;ent. The soldiers had bed-sacks filled with straw, floors in all the tents; in fact, very 
-comfortable. 

I went all over the camp before it was fully occupied. It conformed closely to that 
laid down for the Army. The site was well chosen, having natural drainage, and the 
sanitary arrangements made it easy to keep the camp in good police. 

The troops were ordered to reach camp on or before sunrise, August 4, and remain 
five days. They all reached camp by 9 p. M., 3d instant, and were mustered, on arrival 
by the inspector general and his assistants. 

The camp was named *'Camp John Robertson," by order of Brigadier General L C. 
Smith, in honor of thei late adjutant general of the State. Orders from brigade head- 
quarters also prescribed the daily routine of camp duties, etc. 

At reveille (sunrise) of the 4th the camp became a fact, all ready for duty, very soon 
after whicli the ''setting up drill" could be seen throughout the camp. It looked like 
business, and was actively and energetically conducted till the encampment closed. 

The following is a consolidated morning report of troops in camp on the last day of 
the encampment. Daily consolidated reports were made by regiments to brigade 
headquarters, and there consolidated in brigade reports and sent to the adjutant gen- 
eral, similar to the manner in U. S. Army: 
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Each regiment had battalion and battalion skirmish drill twice each day, excepting 
-one day of brigade drill and the day of the governor's review. 

The uniform is good, corresponding closely to that worn by the United States troops, 
and is well adapted for field service. They have only about 600 overcoats. 

The arms used are Springfield rifies, caliber .45, nearly all received this year, are 
in fine condition and ready for any service. Cartridge-boxes (McKeever) generally 
in good condition. Waist-belts mostly old, yet serviceable, but new ones needed. Gun- 
elings old and too short ; new ones necessary. Knapsacks good. No canteens or haver- 
sacks in the command or or on hand for issue; they are much needed, and I deem them 
more important than the knapsack. 

No target practice in camp or this year ; recent change of arms said to be the cause ; 
expect to have it the coming year. 

The camp and garrison equipage is ample for present force, and in good condition. 

The system followed by the staff department is very like that of the U. S. Army. 
There appears to be no commissary general of subsistence, so the quartermaster gen- 
•eral performs his duties, as well as those of his own department. 
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Facilities for placing the forces in condition for activ'e service and consolidating same 
are good, by utilizing the railway and water routes with which the state abounds. Am 
satisfied any point of* it can be reached in thirty-six hours, and most of them in twelve 
hours. Canteens and haversacks should b^ furnished. 

Brigade hospital well established, with all that was necessary for care of the sick ; 
was not used, as no one required treatment in hospital; hence no comment necessary 
on health of camp. 

Sanitary condition and police of camp were excellent. Water very good ; obtained 
{first time) by pumping from deep water of the adjacent lake and hauled around camp. 

Each regiment was so encamped that it had its own guard and guard mounting, 
under the immediate control of its colonel, who was present at all times exercising 
supervision and manifesting intense interest in all of its duties. From highest to low- 
est took keen interest in the important duty of guards, etc., ever anxious and zealous 
in interchanging military ideas to enable them to properly understand and perform 
their duties. From close personal observation, I consider the guards entitled to much 
credit for the manner in which they endeavored to and did perform their duties. 
They have the foundation on which to build, and showed a spirit and zeal which ulti- 
mately makes good soldiers. Michigan should be proud of its troops in camp this year 
and do all in its power to encourage and foster the pride and spirit each and all in his 
sphere evinced in the performance of his duties. 

The general appearance of the several regiments was excellent. All looked young, 
active, energetic and healthy, and have in them the material to make as fine sol(£iers as 
could be found in any country. 

The period of encampment (five days) was too short ; if possible, the time should be 
doubled. Quite a visible improvement in all that pertains to the duties of officers and 
soldiers was seen and marked from the first to the last day of camp, when everything 
was running so smoothly. With very few exceptions, no soldier mounted guard more 
than once. Each soldier is allowed |l.25, in addition to 75 cents for rations,' per diem 
in camp and en route to and from same. 

Each company has a cook-house, etc.; a large mess-tent, table, etc., to seat its mem- 
bers; a caterer and cooks, who supply and t-erve their meals, for which each man turns 
in the 75 cents allowed for rations, and more if the taste of the company desires it. 
All live well. 

The stated roll-calls were properly attended and conducted in a soldier-like manner. 
I was forcibly impressed with the <][uiet of the camp, both day and night, from its open- 
ing to its close; in fact, after taps it would be hard to find a more quiet camp. This 
speaks well for the alertness of the sentinels and discipline of the soldiers. 

The brigade commander, with his staff, was here, there and everywhere, attending 
drills, parades, etc., having an eye to the condition of his command at all times. There 
was one brigade drill, which was very creditable to all participants. 

His excellency Governor Luce was present four out of the five days of the encamp- 
ment, was constantly riding about witnessing the various drills and ceremonies, which 
occupied the whole day, and was deeply interested and seeme4 to be well pleased with 
whac he saw. He reviewed the brigade and witnessed a sham fi^ht on the 8th instant, 
in presence of about eight thousand citizens, who displayed great interest in the troops, 
whose soldierly bearing and firm and steady marching evoked much hearty and well- 
merited applause from the large assemblage. 

In conclusion, I take great pleasure in tendering my hearty thanks for their many 
acts of courtesy and kindness to Governor Luce and staff and Brigadier General Smith 
and staff; in fact, to all others, who were ever ready and willing to render me every 
4U3sistance in the discharge of my duties at their camp. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

H. M. BLACK, Col 23d Infantry. 

STRENGTH OF MILITIA, SEPTEMBER, 1887. 

The following table shows the strength of the uniformed militia, Sept. 30, 
1887, to which should be added members of the general staff and brigade field 
and staff to the number of twenty-one: 
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BNCAUPUBNT OF 1888. 

Mackinac Island was selected b; the State Military Board as the place for 
the eacampment of 1888, and after much correspondence with the War De- 
partment and Senator F. B. Stockbridge, the necessary gronnds were secured. 
It was thought that a change of location would do much toward stimulating 
seal among the troops and that, even at possibly larger ezpense, the results 
in an increased attendance and more enthusiastic devotion to duty, would 
justify the change. Preparations were accordingly made and the following 
orders issued : , 

Military Dbparthbst, Michigan, 1 
Adjutaht Gbneral's Oppicb, > 

LaiuiTig, March 30, 1888. ) 



Gekeral Ordkks, 
No. ST. 

Id accordance with the recommendaticHi of tfae State HilitaiT Board, encampmeDts 
of iDstractiOD of the Michif^an State l^vope for 1888 are hereby ordered, under the 
provisions of Section 67, Sti^ militarv law. r^ 

The encampment will be held at JJackinaw Island, and in order as follows : The 
2d and 4th Refnmente will go into camp <m Thurada;, July 12. and remain for fire 
dan; and the 1st and 3d Kegimenta will go ioto camp on Thnreitaj, Julv ID. aod close 
on Honda^r. Jalr £3. Companiea will move so as to reach camp on or before sunrise 
of the day de«ifniat«d for the encampment of tbeir respective reKimeots. 

The camp Till be ondo' the command of Briicadia- Gtaieial I. C. Smith, who is here- 
by authoriEed to extend his joiisdiction to a distance of one-foorth of a mile around 
such camp, in acctHdance with Sectioo 68 of the military law. 

Quaitennast^' Uenoal S. B. DaboU, will forward to company commanders, direct. 
Camp linger R<4la which wiU be made out by said officers, properly certified and 
rigned as directed on the Uank, giving names and dates of enlistment of all officers 
and men of their i«^ectire coanpaniw who are to be present at the encampment, such 
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rolls to be forwarded as thereon directed, twenty-five days prior to the opening of the 
oamp. On the arrival of companies they will be mustered on such rolls by the In- 
spector General, or his assistants, and new members will not be deemed eligible for 
camp duty who have not been mustered into service prior to May 1, 1888. Only such 
members as attend 75 per cent, of company drills from and' after May 1, 1888, to date 
of encampment will be permitted to attend camp. 

During the encampment members of companies will be granted leave of absence 
only ill case of sickness or absolute necessity, and in all cases such leave of absence 
must be approved by the General commanding the encampment. Pay will ce^se upon 
granting of leave of absence, except for time usually allowed for returning to home 
station. 

Substitutes will not be allowed to remain in camp and will not be allowed trans- 
portation in going to or returning from camp. Captains of companies will see that 
this order is carried out. 

Particular attention should be given by company commanders, and the utmost 
care taken in the preparation of the muster roll for camp service, especially as they 
have to certify that the roll is correct and true and that the men whose names are 
entered thereon were enlisted, enrolled, and joined for duty on the dates set oppo- 
site their respective names, and that they have been properly mustered into the serv- 
ice of the State. 

On the recommendation of the Inspector General. Colonels Geo. M. Devlin, E. Crofton 
Fox, James N. Cox, and Geo. S. Lock wood, are hereby detailed as Assistant Inspec- 
tors General, and will report for special duty at the encampment, on the morning of 
the 12th, to Brig. Gen. F. D. Newberrv, Inspector General. 

In addition to the inspection directed in Section 70 of the military law, the In- 
spector General may require such drill and battalion maneuvers, under his supervis- 
ion, as he may deem necessary to show the instruction of the troops. 

During the whole term of duty the troops and camp will be under the in- 
spection and observation of an officer of the United States Army, who will be 
detailed by the "War Department for that purpose. 

Attention is directed to Stction 107 of the military law, in reference to the use of 
intoxicating liquors on the part of the troops, and commanding officers are hereby 
directed to rigidly enforce the same, excluding all liquors from the camp. 

Quartermaster General S. B. DaboU will provide the required transportation, and 
on the requitiition of the Brigade Commander will furnish a sufficient number of tents, 
and such other articles and supplies as may be necessary for the encampment and 
tiiat &TS allowable under the law and the custom of the service, and he will be in 
command of the camp previous to the morning of the 12th and after the 23d. 

The entire Staff of the Commander-in-Chief will be present if possible, during the 
encampment, reporting for duty Friday morning, July 13. 

On the forenoon of Monday, the 16th and 23d, the troops will be inspected and re- 
viewed by the Commander-in-Chief. 

The holding of the encampment on the historic and picturesque Island of Macki- 
naw—a spot venerable with the memories of more than two centuries and rich in 
relics of battle scenes and fairy legends — it is hoped will infuse the troops with new 
zeal and enthusiasm for the advancement of the welfare and the elevation of the pro- 
ficienc3( of service. The additional labor attendant upon the change of location of the 
encampment can only be justified and compensated by the securing of these results — 
and on this contingency will depend whether other encampments should be held there. 
The splendid record made by the troops at the last encampment won the encomiums 
of the entire State and there should bo no relaxing of efforts to retain, and, if possible, 
increase the measure of that appreciation by further and increased evidences of profi- 
ciency in drill, soldierly deportment and observance of the rules of camp discipline.' 

By order of his excellency, Cyrus G. Luce, Commander-in-Chief. 

D. B. AINGER, 

Ac^futant General, 
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Hbadquartebs First Brioadb, 
MicmoAK Statk Troops, 

Grand Rapids, Jmne 30^ 2888, 
Obnkral Orders, 
No. 1. 

[Extract.] 

July 12th this command goes into a camp of instruction at Mackinac Island. 
year discipline from the time yon start for camp ontil yon return to jour am 
The senior officer present en route to and from camp wUl assume command. That 
will be a battalion of United States troops in camp, which is another incentive for yoi 
to show your discipline and instruction. 

The Brigadier General commanding wishes to call your attention to the fact thai tkt 
success of the camp rests with the officers ; the non-commissioned and priyates wdldi 
their duty if well informed, capable officers will enforce diitcipline. The appearance anl 
behayior of the company will be the criterion. The yast importance of discipline laaa 
be impressed upon the minds of the command, and in no way can it be shown to bflttor 
advantage than by doing guard duty well, and showing the reispect that Is dae Is 
superior rank. 

And at all times, in or out of camp, do not forget that you are gentlemen. 

By command of 

Charles W. Calkins, BRIG. GEN*L ISRAEL a SMITH. 

Lieut Col, and Aju^t Adjt. QtnH. 

Headquarters First Brioadb, 
Michigan State Troops, 

Camp Luce, July 11, 1888. 
General Orders, 
No. 2. 

1. This camp is named Camp Luce, in honor of the Commander-in-Chief. 

2. The daily routine of camp duty will be as follows, unless modified or changed by 
orders from these headquarters : 

Reyeille— Musician's call, 4:15 A. M. ; reyeille, field music and band, 5H)0 A. M. 

The interyal between reyeille, roll-call and breakfast will be spent in taking care of 
bedding, raising tent walls, policing company grounds and setting-up drill. 

Breakfast call— SKK) A. M. 

Sick cali-7K)0 A. M. 

Guard mounting—Musicians* call, 7:15 A. M. ; Assembly, 7:30 A. M. ; Adjutant's 
call, 7:45 A. M. 

Battalion drill— Assembly, 8:45 A. M. ; Adjutant's call, 9:00 A. M. ; Recall, 11:00 
A. M. 

Dinner call— 12:00 M. 

First Sergeant's call— IHK) P. M. 

First sergeants will report at adjutant's office for blanks, orders and instructipna. 

Battalion drill— Thursdays and Fridays ; Assembly, 2:15 P. M. ; Adjutant's calL 2:90 
P. M. ; Recall, 4:30 P. M. 

Brigade drill— {Saturdays and Mondays; Assembly, 2:15 P. M. ; Adjutant's calL 8:90 
P. M. ; RecaU, 4:30 P. M. 

Supper call— 5:30 P. M. 

Dress parade — Thursdays, Fridays and Sundays by regiments, and on Saturdays and 
Mondays by the brigade. Musician's call, 6:30 P. M. ; Assembly, 6:40 P. M. ; Adjutant's 
caU, 6:50 P. M. 

Retreat will immediately follow the general ** sound off " on parade. 

Tattoo— lO.-OO P. M. 

Taps -10:30 P. M. 

All lights, except in officers' quarters, to be at once extinguished, and strict order 
and silence maintained throughout the camp. Officers of the Day are strictly enjoined 
to enforce this order, and will report to regimental commanders any deyiation thev^ 
from. 

3. The daily detail of each regiment for guard duty will be as follows. 

One Captain, Officer of the Day ; First Lieutenant, Senior Officer of the Guard ; one 
Second Lieutenant, Junior Officer of the Guard ; three sergeants, three corporals and 
sixty priyatai. The Second and Third Regiments will supply one post at Department 
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"Headquarters, and detail one orderly for duty there, and the First and Fourth 
Hegiments will do the same for Brigade Headquarters. 

4. Promptness is expected on the part of field, staff and company officers in forming 
for guard mounting, dress parade and other ce(l*emonies No excuse will be entertained 
for delay, and compani^ must be ready to move when the calls are sounded. 

5 There will be three daily roll-calls ; at reveille, 12 M., and at tattoo. One company 
officer will be present at each roll-call, who will transmit a written report to these 
headquarters,- through regimeD,tal headquarters, certifying to its correctness. Enlisted 
men ** absent without leave" are to be reported by name, and such absentees will be 
liable to loss of pay for the day. The fatigue uniform will be worn at all roll-calls. 
Battalion commanders will detail a field officer to supervise all roU-calls and countersign 
ijhe report. 

By command of 

Charles W. Calkins, BRIG. GEN'L ISRAEL C. SMITH. 

Lieut, Col. and A, A, O. 

Headquarters First Brigade, 
MicfflGAN State Troops, 

Camp Luce, July 12, 1888, 
-General Orders, 
No. 3. 
1. Any member of this command who is guilty of disorderly conduct or who enters 
Any saloon on the Island will be arrested and sent home. 

By commund of 
Charles W. Calkins, BRIG. GEN'L ISRAEL C. SMITH. 

Lieut Col, and Ass't Adjt. QerCL 
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The following tables, taken from the morning reports, will show the 
■trength of the reffiments and brigftde for each day dnring the tour of camp 
duty for 1888 : 
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together as a vhole. 

Theee tables shov that combining the two divisions of the brif^ade would 
give a total of 3,063 men in camp, an increase of 23? over the attendance of 
the preceding year, and they also show an average attendance at oamp of 
1,033 officers and men for each day ; while, by regiments, the average 
attendance is shown to be: First Kegiment, 449 4-5; Second Begiment, 
555 4-5; Third Regiment, 560 3-5 ; Fonrth Regiment. 464. Averages of 
attendance, by regiments, in 1887, were as follows; First Regiment, 379 3-6; 
Second Regiment, 458 2-5 ; Third Regiment, 530 ; Fonrth Regiment, 402 4-5. 
This shows a very gratifying increase, in the case of the First Begiment 
nearly 18.31 per cent. ; in the Second, 31.18 ; in the Third, 05.66 ; and In. 
the Fonrth over 19.43 per cent., or an average of 15.13 per cent. 
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Military Depaetment, Michigan, 
Adjutant General's Office, 

Camp Luce, July 16, 1888* 
General Orders, 
No. 47. 
The Commander-in-Chief desires to congratulate the troops upon the gratifying suc- 
cess that has attended the encampment. The excellent deportment of the troops, the 
zealous fidelity shown to duty, and the proficiency displayed in drill merits the highest 
approbation. The gentlemanly conduct of rank and file has reflected honor upon the 
service and the State of Michigan, and vindicated the wisdom of the experiment of select- 
ing the beautiful Island of Mackioac as the place of holdiag the camp of Instruction. 
By order of his exdellency, Cyrus G. Luce, Commander-in-Chief. 

D B. AINGER, 

Adjutant QeneraL 

Headquarters First Brigade, 

Michigan State Tboops, 

Camp Luce, July 23, 1888. 

General Orders, 
No. 5. 

The General commanding is pleased to note the improvement in discipline and drill 
made by the brigade during the present encampment. He desires to express his thanks 
to Gen. Black, Maj. Randall and other officers of the battalion of the 23d United Staces 
Infantry, who have assisted in making the encampment a success. The example and 
instruction have been appreciated and will prove to be a great benefit to the brigade. 

By command of 

BRIG. GEN. ISRAEL C. SMITH. . 
Charles W. Calkins, 

Lieut, CoL and A. A, O, 

Military Department, Michigan, 

Adjutant General's Office, 

Camp Luce, July 23, 1888, 
General Orders, 
No. 49. 

The Commander-in-Chief desires to congratulate and thank the troops for the credit- 
able and soldierly deportment that has characterized the entire command during the 
annual tour of duty. The success of the encampment, and the pleasant and profitable 
time enjoyed, has amply justified tbe experiment of holding the camp on Mackinac 
Island. 

The encampment closes at retreat this evening, and at that hour Quartermaster Gen- 
eral 8. B. Daboll will assume command of the camp and take charge of the State prop- 
erty. 

By order of his excellency. Cvrus G. Luce, Commander-in-Chief. 

D. B. AINGER, 

Adjutant General, 

REPORTS encampment, 1888. 

The following are reports of commanding officers on the encampment of 

1888, including that of Col. H. M. Black, detailed by the War Department 

as inspecting officer : 

Headquarters First Regiment, 
Michigan State Troops, 

Ypsilanti, Sept. 6, 1888. 

Lieut. Col. C. W. Calkins, AasH Adjt. Gen'l First Brigade, M. S. T. : 

Si^, — 1 have the honor to report that the Field and Staff of this regiment, with Co.'b 
A, B, C, D and U. left Jackson by special train for Mackinac Island, July 17, at 8 P. M. 
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While I am conviDced that the selection of Mackinac Island has, all thin|;s considered, 
been for the ipterests of the re^ment for the particular encampment just passed. I 
feel it my duty to call the attention of the Department to the following matters : The 
parade ground was too small, too rough and stony for a regiment to maneuver on to 
advantage. This, in a measure, discouraged the men in attempts at soldierly prompt 
marching. Time was lost in battalion drills in making unimportant formations for 
position, and the opportunity for skirmish drill was Jimited. 

While I was gratified at the progress made by officers and men in drill and discipline, 
I fear the many attractions of the isle of ** Fairy Legends" necessarily interfered 
somewhat with that devotion to duty which ought to be expected q f soldiers. When a 
camp is located in the vicinitv of scenes of great interest it is a natural consequence 
that the troops should manifest an individual interest in them. But, on the whole, I 
believe the regiment struggled gallantly with the natural scenery of the Islana— 
especially with that of the parade ground. 

Upon another point, although it is a delicate one, I feel it ray duty to speak. The 
few days only which the State is able to allot to a camp of instruction should not, 
I think, be treated as an occasion for a family picnic by officers or enlisted men. In 
our service officers cannot expect their commands to stay in camp and devote themselves 
to military duty unless they set the example themselves. 1 have no censure for 
individuals who simply followed a growing custom of the State camp in bringing their 
families with them ; but I am apprehensive of its still more extensive growth, and one 
regiment is almost powerless to struggle against the custom alone. 

1 am sure that the regiment derived great benefit from the fact that four companies 
of the 23d Infantry were present on the Island. The ready and cordial manner with 
which the officers of the 23d present with the battalion imparted information, and the 
interest they manifested in the bftate Troops, placed the Second Hegiment under pleasant 
obligations to them. 

In conclusion I wish to say that, while I have reason to congratulate the officers and 
men of the regiment on their work as a whole, and to thank them for the cordial 
manner in which they supported me, yet I believe the improvement in another camp 
would be more marked if a location were selected at a reasonable distance from a 
town, where parade ground was ample, and if all persons were excluded from living 
within the regimental lines except tnose connected with the State service or employed 
for it as cooks, laborers, etc. I also believe it would be for best interests of the service 
of messes were in all cases conducted by male instead of female cooks and waiters. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

E.^ W. IRISH, 
Col, ComcTg Second Regiment, M, 8. T. 

• _ 

Headquarters Third Regiment, 

Michigan State Troops, 

September o, 1888. 

Lt. Col, C. W. Calkins, Asat. Adft Oen. First Brigade, M, S, T.: 

Sir,— I would most respectfully report that, according to orders, the Third Regiment 
assembled at Mackinac Island, to take part in the annual encampment, ten companies 
strong, and the companies individually strong. On some accounts the Island is desira- 
ble as a camp ground, and in others not. Unless larger and better grounds can be 
obtained I question the desirability of again holding an encampment there. If it is 
done I would suggest that one regiment be sent at a time, but I think the desirability 
of having all the regiments together will more than offset any advantage thus gained. 
The weather was fine while we were there, but, if sent again, would suggest that camp 
be held not earlier than August. 

The ordinary duties of an encampment were performed, and, we believe, in a more 
creditable manner than ever before, which of course is to be expected. I believe the 

Eresence of the battalion of regulars was of great service to us. If their presence can 
e secured at future encampments it, by all means, should be, for officers and men can 
and do '* pick up points" much quicker from observation than from the study of tactics. 
I believe no encampment that we have ever held has caused more study and discussion 
of tactics than this one. 
The usual mess arrangements were continued, with the usual satisfactory results. 
Arrangements should be made to relieve company commanders from responsibility 
for old and condemned property, either by orders, returning same to the Department, 
or some other way. 
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Some plans should also be devised in regard to target practice. The old method, •• 
it was practiced, proved a failure as far as the great Duiik of the men was oonoerned, 
nor do I believe in making a few experts at the cost of the many. 1 do believB that 
every man should be compelled to become familiar with the use of a ball ecurtrifdge, 
' expert enough to know what one will do and to be able to put it at least prettj near 
where he expects to. 

The Third is under obligations to our efficient Quartermaster Oeneral and his assist- 
ants, also to our friend, Col. Black, U. S. A., and the officers and men of the t>attaUoa 
of U. S. regulars who were with u«, for the universal courtesy with which they aided 
us and answered our various conundrums Our brigade commander and his werj effi- 
cient staff have again placed us under obligations. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

C. 8. BROWN. 
Col, Comd'g Third Regiment, M. 8. T. 

Headquabtebs Foubth Beoimekt, 
MicHiQAN State Troops, 

September 22, 1888. 

Lt. Col, C. TF. Catkins, Asst. Ad{ft Qen, First Brigade, M, 8. T.: 

Sib, — Companies G (Monroe) and H (Ypsilanti) having reported at Detroit on July 10, 
1888, the Fourth Regiment, M. S. T., on the same day left for camp at Mackinao Island, 
via Michigan Central railroad. 

The behavior of the men enroute was orderly and respectful, and the trip from 
Detroit to Mackinac was without accident or disturbing incident. Reaching the Straits 
on the morning of the 11th, the regiment boarded the steamer, crossed to the Island, 
and went into camp without delay. The Fourth remained on the Island until the even- 
ing of the 17th, when it broke camp and returned to Detroit, reaching the latter place 
on the following morning. 

After arrival in camp the remainder of the 11th was consumed in settling and police 
duty. From the 12th to the 17th, both inclusive, the daily routine prescribed bj the 
brigade commandant was followed, and on the 17 ch was supplemented by a sham bat- 
tle. The sham battle as such was a success. As a means of instruction in the art of 
war it was of no practical benefit, and the ammunition expended could have been used 
by the troops to a much greater advantage in other ways. During the encampment the 
leading features of the instruction given wore guard mounting, both morning and 
evening, duties of sentinels, and skirmish drill. There has been a marked improvement 
in the performance of guard duty, largely due to the excellent and kindly instruction 
of Col. Henry M. Black. V, S. A. Col. Black never forgot that in making good soldiers 
the instructor is superior to the critic. In battalion drill there was manifest improve- 
ment from day to day, but the period of encampment, terminating as usual when it 
may be said to have just fairly commenced, was too short for the production of as good 
results as the State annually should secure. Scarcely any benefit was derived from 
brigade drill. There was not enough of it to amount to anything as instruction in 
'* Evolutions of the Brigade," and the time actually consumed could have been better 
u^ed in battalion drill. After all, I am inclined to think that the true course to pursue 
is to have four regimental encampments, each located so as to afford a convenient ren- 
dezvous for the several companies of each regiment, and secure easy and economical 
transportation of materiel from Lansing. In such camps the entire time could be 
devoted to battalion drill, skirmish drill, guard duty, and target practice, beyond which, 
in this State, it is hardly worth while to go, unless Congress should provide for a system 
of maneuvers on an extensive scale. If, however, a brigade encampment is deemed 
essential, the entire brigade should be put into camp at once. 

The policing of the camp was good. The general health of the regiment was the 
same. The i>ame can be said of the deportment of the troops while in camp. The men 
were uniformly willing, attentive and prompt. Two detachments from the Fourth^ 
one of thirty and one of forty men— by order of Gen. Smith, were sent into town to sup- 
press reported disturbances,' but, while a considerable number of troops were found 
about the place and, as a precautionary measure, were brought back to camp, it is due 
to the men of both regiments to say that the reports of disorderly conduct were un- 
founded. 

Mackinac Island, with its picturesque scenery and historic associations, was an agree- 
able change from Island Lake, of which the troops had grown tired. It did not, how- 
ever, furnish a suitable camp ground for even a single regiment. The ground on whic^ 
the Fourth was located was rough and too contracted for the proper arrangement of a 
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camp. The only place where a line could be formed was a narrow strip of land in front 
of regimental headquarters. When the battalion was formed along this strip the left 
rested in the marsh, and the file closers stood in like ground when the battalion was in 
open order. What in winter might have appeared to have been a suitable drill ground 
for the regiment was in fact a boggy and wet marsh. The drill ground used was very 
uneven and inconveniently located. The State ought to be able to put its troops into 
camp on better and more accessible grounds, and with less expense than it did this 
year. It seems to me that if a system of regimental encampment was adopted, as 
above explained, the cost of transporting both men and materiel would be greatly less- 
ened. 

Overcoats, haversacks and canteens should be issued to companies at once. It is a 
mistake to delay the proper equipment of the troops if, by curtailing expense in other 
directions, it can be done. 

Very respectfully, 

EUGENE ROBINSON, 
^ Colonel Comd'g Fourth Regiment, 

Headquarters First Brigade, 
Michigan State Troops, 
Grand Bapida, July 25, 1888, 
Oen. D, B, Ainger, Adjutant General, Lansing: 

Sir, —In compliance with General Order No. 37, Adjutant GeneraVs office, Lansing 
dated March 10, 1888, the First Brigade, Michigan State Troops, went into camp at 
Mackinac Island. Owing to the limited space suitable for camp grounds but two regi- 
ments were ordered into camp at one time— the Second and Fourth Regiments from 
July 13 to 17 inclusive, and the First and Third Regimertts from July 19 to 23 inclusive. 
The regiments arrived at the camp the day before the time designated, and were settled 
and ready for business the same evening. 

A battalion of U. S. troops, 23d Infantry, in command of Major Randall, was also in 
camp. 

There was a very decided improvement in the drill and discipline of the brigade dur- 
ing the encampment. Many of the officers are deficient in skirmish drill, and as a con- 
sequence their men were, through their fault, placed at a disadvantage. The guard 
duty was unsatisfactory, owing to the lack of study on the part of the officers and 
instruction of the men by them. It was too often the case that the guard details would 
have failed to pass a rigid inspection. It was noticeable that when the sergeants came 
out in fine shape the men presented a very creditable appearance, and, occasionally, 
some man who had pride in his work would pass a critical inspection when the ser- 
geant in charge of the detail would fail. One can judge of the efficiency of the officers 
by the appearance and discipline of the company, but not of the' company from the 
appearance of the officers. The officers are not all applying themselves as thoy should 
to be proficient. They must have a knowledge of the skirmish drill and the duties of 
guards, and see that the men pay proper respect to the officers, without which there is 
no discipline. In marching, as a rule, the step is too slow, and many lack that easy 
wing so essential to a good appearance when in motion. 

In brigade movements the command drills well; the field officers are, as a rule, well 
posted, although some of them occasionally get ** rattled." as is noticeable in the bri- 
gade drills and sham battles, the importance of which a few officers fail to realize. In 
brigade drills, when the officers in command of the battalions receive an order for a 
change in the position and formation of the troops, they must know how and think 
quick to give the proper command to place the regiment in position and formation 
designated by the brigade commander. It is a plain proposition that an officer who 
fails to control his men and handle them intelligently in a sham battle would be too 
uncertain a quantity to place very great reliance upon when balls are used instead of 
blank cartridges. The men are all right. What faults we have must be laid at the 
door of the officers. More study, more attention to details; correct the soldier, when he 
is at fault, then and there; inspect the guards minutely, allowing none to go on duty 
who will not pass a rigid inspection. 

Great benefit was derived from the presence of the regulars in camp. It gave our 
officers and men an opportunity to see professional soldiers. Their neat uniforms, 
clean guns^ shining accouterments, and correct deportment will, I have no doubt, be of 
lasting benefit to our National Guard. Major Randall and the officers of his ba talion 
fully appreciated the object to be attained by the presence of regular troops in camp, 
and the result has been to add to the proficiency of the State Troops. 
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Qen. H. M. Black, U. S. Army, detailed by the War Department, was the inspectmr 
officer. The Second and Fourth Regiments were reviewed by the Commander-in-Chie^ 
accompanied by Gen. Black, on the l7th; the First and Third Regiments were reviewed 
by the Commander-in-Chief, accompanied by Gen. Black and Gov. Richard Ogle^y,. 
of Illinois, on the 23d. There was a sham battle on the 17th, also on the 2dd. 

The policing of the camp was excellent, and the health of the command good. At 
Mackinac the men could drill more rapidly and much longer without fatigue than al 
Camp Brighton. I think it a desirable place to locate the camp permanently if suitable 
grounds can be procured and placed m proper shape. The origade should encamp^ 
together; it is more desirable and the instruction is more thorough. With four regi- 
ments in the same field, with competent and ambitious officers, there is an opportunity 
for comparison, and a commander can judge better of the merits of his officers. 

To the general staff I am indebted for courtesies and assistance. Quartermaster 
General S. B. DaboU made the best possible use of the limited space in laying out the 
camp. The arrangements made by him and manner in which he conducted his intri- 
cate duties were most satisfactory. 

I tender my thanks to the brigade staff for the faithful and soldierly manner in ^^hicb 
they performed their duties and assisted to make Camp Luce a success. 

I a^nin recommend that the facings of the uniforms be chsmged to white to corre- 
spond with the U. S. Army. 

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

ISRAEL C. SMITH, 
Brigadier General Commanding, 

Fort Wayne, Detroit ^ Mich,, July 31, 1888. 

Adjutant General U. S. Army, Washington, D. C, : 

General, — In accordance with paragraph 7, Special Orders, No. 153, current series,. 
Headquarters of the Army, and letter of instruction dated July 3, 1888, from "War 
Department. Adjutant GeneraFs Office, I have the honor to report that I proceeded to 
the encampment of the Michigan State Troops on Mackinac Island, Mich., to carry oat 
my orders, arriving about noon the 11th instant. 

I traveled with the 4th Regiment, Michigan State Troops, from Detroit to Mackinao 
Island. It presented a very creditable appearance as it marched from the landing (about 
one-half mile) to the camp, which had been laid out and tents pitched. The 2d Regiment 
had already arrived and was in camp. 

On reaching camp I found Governor Luce and staff, and Brigadier General Smithy 

commanding, and staff, already settled in same, and from them received a hearty 

welcome ; also tents, on line with those of the Governor's staff, which had been pitched 

for me, and which 1 occupied till the departure of troops on 24th instant. 

******** 

The site selected is an unevenly sloping hill-side on southwest part of the Island, 
overlooking the lake, and about midway between Fort Mackinac and Plank's Grand 
Hotel, having two slopes or slightly inclined terraces, on each of which a regiment 
encamped ; tents for the Governor and his staff, and the Brigadier General, commanding, 
and his staff, were located about midway between them. There was a fine, cool spring 
at lower edge of upper camp, from which flowed excellent water (ample for drinking 
and bathing purposes) through and beyond the lower camp ; that for cooking and other 

Surposes was hauled from the lake ; it, too, was good. On a line with and a short 
istance east of the staff was the brigade hospital. (Band and two companies 23d U. S. 
Infantry, Captain Randall, commanding, also in camp.) 

Though the camp was contracted and on uneven surface, yet the camp conformed 
nearly to those usually found in active service, and gave all an idea of making best of 
situation ; hence important and instructive. 

The camp was named *• Camp Luce," in honor of his excellency Governor Cvrus Q. 
Luce. The troops on their arrival in camp were mustered by the Inspector General 

and his assistants. 

********* 

The following is a concise brief of the number of officers and men of the brigade 
present on the first and last day of each period of the encampment : 
The command consisted of— 
Brigadier General I. C. Smith and staff ; aggregate present, 7. 
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July 12th, 

2d Regiment, Colonel E. M. Irish : Ten companies ; aggregate present, 35 officers and 
513 men. 

4th Regiment, Colonel E. Robinson : Eight companies ; aggregate present, 34 officers 
and 432 men. 

July 16th, 

2d Regiment : Ten companies ; aggregate present, 35 officers and 515 men. 
4th Regiment : Eight companies ; aggregate present, 30 officers and 404 men. 

July 19th, 

Ist Regiment, Colonel E. W. Bowen : Eight companies ; aggregate present, 31 officers 
and 428 men. 

3d Regiment, Col. C. S. Brown : Ten companies ; aggregate present, 35 officers and 
518 men. 

July 23d. 

1st Regiment : Eight companies ; aggregate present, 31 officers and 417 men. 
3d Regiment : Ten companies ; aggregate present, 35 officers and 505 men. 

Camp Luce was really inaugm'ated by the 2d and 4th Regiments at reveille (4:45 A. M.), 
12th instant ; immediately after which was to be seen then and each succeeding day 
police of camp, *' setting up," squad and company drills without arms, followed by 
battalion and battalion skirmish drills, taking up nearly all the forenoon ; than dinner, 
whi(»h was followed by similar battalion drills and regimental parades. Thus the 2d 
and 4th Regiments were occupied, except one brigade drill and dress parade and brigade 
inspection. The last day, 17th instant, a review of brigade by the Governor, and sham 
fight in the afternoon by 2d and 4th Regiments and four companies 23d U. S. Infantry, 
which ended the five days' instruction in camp of 2d and 4th Regiments. The 4th 
Regiment left that night for home, and 2d Regiment on the morning of the 18th, after 
a very successful camp of instruction. I obsei'ved an improvement in these two 
regiments in their first guard mounting and parade over those of last year, and a very 
visible improvement in all exercises and ceremonies at the close of their five days, when 
all seemed more at ease in their soldierly training and to take a conscious pride in the 
knowledge of a better understanding of all their duties. Thus ended the first period of 
the encampment. ' 

The 1st and 3d Regiments came into Camp Luce the afternoon of the 18th instant ; 
werf mustered same as and occupied immediately the tents vacated by the 2d and 4th 
Regiments. Their tour of instruction and camp duties commenced at reveille (4:45 A. 
M.), 19th instant, and they, too, were early at their military work, like the two regiments 
preceding them. My remarks as to first guard mounting and parade applies ecjually to 
them. Their drills, parade, etc., were the same, except they had no skirmish drill, 
which is to be regretted. The improvement in all exercises and ceremonies was very 
observable at their close of camp service, and they also were more at ease in the execution 
of all duties. 

The last day, 23d instant, the Ist and 3d Regiments and battalion (band and four 
companies, u^ider command of Captain Randall) 23d U. S. Infantry were reviewed by 
Governor Luce and Governor Oglesby of Illinois. In the afternoon of that day the 
encampment ended with a sham fight, in which the 1st and 3d Regiments and battalion 
of four companies 23d TJ. S. Infantry took part, after which, and that night, most of 
the troops left for home, and Camp Luce ceased to exist the 24th instant. 

Both reviews, that by the 2d and 4th Regiments on 17th, and that by the 1st and 8d 
on 23d instant, were very creditable indeed to all concerned, and elicited high praise 
from the vast assembly who witnessed them, and very justly so. 

The uniform is good, closely resembling that of the IT. S. Army, and is well adapted 
for field service ; 1,050 overcoats on hand — an increase of 450 over last year. There 
should be enough, at least, to furnish one to each enlisted man. 

Armed with Springfield rifie, caliber .45, latest pattern, in good condition, and ready 
for service. Cartri^ige-boxes (McKeever) old, yet in good condition. Waist-belts old 
and worn, but serviceable ; new ones again recommended. Gun-slings old and worn, 
too short ; new ones should be issued. Knapsacks good. No canteens or haversacks in 
the briG:ade, nor any on hand for issue ; needed badly ; are necessary for active service; 
each man should be supplied with them. I deem them more important than the 
knapsack. 
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No target practice thi« year ; no fuitable ranee could be obtained, Is the „ 

Would recommend that renewed efforts be made to obtsin the same, as instmdSoB in 
this important branch needs no comment. 

The camp equipage is ample for present force and in good condition : 400 walUtents. 
9x9, for men; 140, 9x12. for officers; 8, 11x14; 8, 12x18; and 44, 16x83; UNal 
600, all wall-tents ; 6 flies. II x 14 and 140, 9 x 12. An abundance of tents were pitched 
for the use and comfort of troops of two ref^iments, all well floored ; four men to a tent, 
some few had six. ** Excelsior " mattresses (an improvement on the straw of last year). 
All the companies liad large mess- tents, 16 x 82, with wooden benches and tables ; also 
balloon kitchens and sinks ; latter with deep pit ; earth and lime used as disinfectants ; 
no odor, and easily kept clean. The Quartermaster General has charge of this equipage 
and all public property or stores not in the immediate use of troops. There being no 
chief of ordnance, nor commissary general of subsistence, the Quartermaster General 
performs the duties pertaining to these departments in addition to those of bis own, and 
all efficiently. 
The system followed by staff department is similar to that in U. S. Army. 
The numerous railways and water-routes running through and around the Stats 
afford ready means of consolidating the forces at any point within or out of the State. 
The brigade hospital was well established for care of sick, with all that was necessary 
for same. As sickness was very light, and as no one required treatment in hospital, 
the health of the command needs no comment. 
The police, drainage, and sanitary conditir>ns of camp were excellent. 
While the whole camp was commanded and maneuvers directed by the Y)rignde 
commander, yet each regiment formed a camp, as it were, by itself, acting independent 
of the other, and having its own guard, guard mounting, drills, and parades, under the 
immediate command of its Ck>lonel, assisted by his field officers, who were present at all 
times and occasions, ever watchful and looking after the intere8t<< of all concerned. In 
fact, all, from highest down, manifested a deep interest in each of the various duties. 

Orders from brigade headquarters prescribeu the daily routine and duties of the camp, 
and the Brigadier General and his staff were to be seen everywhere, having an eye to 
the condition, drills, etc., of his command. 

The period of the encampment (five days) was, as I said last year, too short ; if 
possible, it should be doubled. 

Each company has a caterer and cooks, who supply and serve the meals, for ^rhich 
each man turns in seventy-five cents allowed for rations, or so much of it as may t>e 
necessary. Most of them live for less than that, and live very well. 

The stated calls were well conducted, and the discipline of the command was excellent. 
I was strongly impressed with the general nrder and ouiet of camp at all times ; after 
taps it would be hard to find a more quiet camp. All of which speaks well for the 
discipline of same. 

The important duty of guard seemed to be the hardest to overcome ; still, they did 
well, and improved daily. But the time (five days) was not sufficient to allow them to 
be fully instructed, as no man was on guard more than once, except in the 4ih Regiment, 
which had two guard mountings daily (twelve-hour lour), thus giving greater chance 
for instruction, the benefits of which were perceptible. It would have been well had 
the other regiments followed the same course. It would aid all concerned if the subject 
of guard and duties of sentinels were studied and practiced at home and in the armories 
of the different companies, and be a great advantage to both officers and men in their 
future encampments ; and I strongly recommend same. 

From close observation, I have no reason to recall anything in my report of last year, 
and even repeat that Michigan should be proud of her troops in camp this year, and do 
all in her power to encourage and foster the pride and spirit each and all in his sphere, 
evinced in the performance of his duties. 

The general appearance of the several regiments was excellent, each consisting of 
young, healthy, active, zealous, and intelligent men, capable of expansion. With buch 
material, it would take but a short time to make soldiers of whom any one would be 
proud. 
The general deportment of the troops, in and out of camp, was excellent. 
The presence of the Governor m camp, from the llth to the 23(i, inclusive, with the 
deep interest he displayed in all the duties and exercises, was very beneficial, and 
encouraged all to make the camp one of instruction, as intended ; and it was a success. 
From early morning till almost dark exercises and ceremonies of one kind or another 
rapidly followed each other. The general effect of all was very good, and on the last 
dav each regiment had made firm progress, laying a good foundation upon which to 
build the coming year. 
Captain Randall, commanding battalion 23d U. S. Infantry, was encamped very near 
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In concluBJon, I take great pleasure in tenderiHK hearty thanks to Ci( 
staff, the military lioard. and Brigadier General tniith and statT, for i 
and kindneas e^ttended to me ; in fact, to all nthere whom it n-as jay 
meet in camp, and who were ever ready to afford me every aesistance 
of my dutiee, all of which were pleasant and instructive to myrelf. 

Very reepeclfully, your obedient servant. ~ 

H. M. BLACK, 
Colonel i 

WOEK OP THE OFFICE, ___^_^ 

The two years covered by this report have witnessed an increae 
of labor in this office, owing first to increased demands for record, 
and men of the late war caused by new laws and rulings in regard 
pensions, and, second, a thorough attempt at making more e 
organized militia force of the State. 

RE-COMPILATIOH OF BECSJBDa. | 

From all portions of the Union (and in the last year from Scot 
Germany) there are daily reqnesta for certificates of terviee, for the ^x ^,^_ 
of making application for pensions or bounties, or to "prove up" 
matters, or to enable the applicant to enter a home for soldiers, 
requests for tfae postoffice address of comrades are also very numerous. 
each case the records and papers must be consulted, and as these i-%^ ^C^^h 
have now been in constant use for more than twenty years, it will be n 
seen that a necessity exists for a re-compilation. The attention of the 
tary committees of the Senate and the House'of Representatives is respectfX^ 
called to the worn and tattered condition of these records, and I W(i,^'\^\^ 
recommend an appropriation for two clerks for one year to re-compile 
copy the same. Anew compilation is made necessary because of the ( 
dition of the origina) papers, and because in many cases now evidence 
been produced which materially changes the old record. Such search as k\ 
limited clerical force has been able to make has developed the fact that niO\V^\ 
errors and contradictory statements are now embodied in the records th&\\^\^ 
would be believed possible. These are caused by the fact that much of tli. 
record was compiled at a time when full histories of the men were not obtaiii, 
able. Many of the errors can now be corrected from the papers on file, in 
some cases of more recent date than those from which the records were made. 
It is not claimed that absolute perfection can be reached, buL a start toward 
bettering the records, with a view to making them as cQa\'5'>si\fs^iat^a«a^^S>si-. 
should be made before the papeiB me b>i%&\\i.'u^^ \n6,-i'a-^ift.\v«DfiS\vv'^, •iss.'Oc*i-\-««> 
lapidlv becoming. 
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ROSTEB OF EX-SOLDIEBS, ETC. 

Act No. 282^ Pablic Acts of 1887, providing for compiling and publishing 
the names of ex-soldiers of the rebellion now residing in this State, will 
largely add to the work of this office, which cannot be saccessf ally performed 
without increased clerical help. The lists are now being received from the 
county clerks^ and the work has commenced. Some counties are, at this date, 
delinquent in making the returns, and it is understood that in a few instances 
assessors have ignored the act in question. Additional legislation will be 
required to make the contemplated book a complete roster. 

AMENDMENTS TO LAWS. 

A few minor amendments to the laws governing the State Troops, the sug- 
gestions of experience, should, perhaps, be asked of the Legislature. The 
object of these amendments is principally to secure a more strict conformity 
with the regulations and customs governing the regular army. 

STATUS OF TROOPS. 

No changes in number of companies in the State service or in their location 
have occurred since last report. In May of this year (1888) Co. 6., Third 
Begiment, located at Marquette, was disbanded by General Orders No. 43, 
owing fco a report and recommendation of Inspector General Newberry, show- 
ing a failure on the part of such company to comply with the laws, rules and 
regulations in regard to drill and discipline. A new company was at once 
organized at Marquette, and accepted by General Orders No. 45. It was 
assigned the letter and regiment of the disbanded organization, and appeared 
in camp ready for duty. 

CHANGE IN ABMS. 

Since the last report from this office the change in arms from Sharp's to 
Springfield rifles has been entirely accomplished to the satisfaction of the 
entire uniformed militia. This arm, being that of the infantry of the U. S. 
Army, places us more thoroughly in accord with the regular service, and the 
wisdom of the change is demonstrated in many ways. 

COMPILATION MILITIA LAWS. 

A new compilation of the laws governing the State Troops, and a complete 
revision of the rules and regulations — the two to be bound in a handy volume 
for quick reference — is most earnestly recommended, as every officer should 
be supplied. 
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lires and property of citizens. No doubt however, the knowledge ibmt then 
existed a well organized, eiBciently drilled and thoroughly equipped body of 
State troops, which could have been instantly relied upon in case of donartie 
turmoil or foreign inyasion, has lent an added sense of security to socifity 
thac has justified the maintenance of the serrice and warrants its farther 
improTement and npbuilding. Owing to the heterogeneous character of 
our people, and the tendency of the restless elements to drift to the centers 
of population, there always exists a danger that some unforeseen emergency 
may arise in which it will become necessary to call upon the military to tap- 
port the civil authorities in maintaining law and order. The occaricHi ouiy 
be long deferred, as happily there is every indication and as OTery good 
citizen will sincerely hope ; but should the emergency arise there ie OTery 
reason to feel assured that the State troops will be found efficient and loyal 
conservators of the law and constituted authority. 

In case of war not only has the State an efficient body of troops aTmilaUe 
for an immediate emergency, but it is estimated that there are fully 10,000 
well drilled young men in the State who haye been educated in the school of 
the soldier through service, at one time or another, in the State troope. It 
is within bonnds to assume that very many of these young men, who hare 
perhaps served as privates, have the capacity and the experience to qualify 
them to organize and command companies in active service. This drill and 
experience has not been acquired without assiduous labor, the loss of yalu- 
able time and at no little personal sacrifice. Inspired by martial tastes, 
pride of deportment and a laudable ambition to acquire proficiency, the 
citizen soldier renders arduous service for the State and society that is too 
frequently unrecognized and unappreciated. In proportion, howoTer, as 
attention is attracted to the service, and the merit of the services rendered to 
the State and society are considered, the value of the State troops will 
impress itself upon the public mind and enlist popular favor. A large 
national standing army is repugnant to the progressive civilization of our 
people and State troops are more and more becoming recognized as being 
indispensable, and worthy to be encouraged and supported. In proportion to 
enrollment no State in the Union has a finer or more efficient body of State 
troops than has Michigan, and no troops are commanded by officers more 
zealous and ambitious to advance and elevate the efficiency of the service. 

PRBSBNT STBENGTH OP COMMAND. 

The following is given as roster of officers and strength of command Sept. 
80, 1888: 
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GENERAL STAFF. 

Daniel B. Aingeb, Brigadier Greneral and Adjutant General, Charlotte, April 28, 1887. 

Frank D. Newberry, Brigadier General and Inspector General, and ex-offlcio Mem- 
ber State Military Board, Ck)ld water, January 1, 1887. 

Sherman B. Daboll, Brigadier General and Quartermaster General, St. Johns, Janu- 
ary 1, 1887. 

E. Crofton Fox, Colonel and President State Military Board, Grand Rapids, January 
1, 1887. 

Fbed E. Farnsworth, Colonel and Member State Military Board, Detroit, October 21, 
1887. 

John Northwood, Colonel and Paymaster Gksneral, New Lothrop, January 1, 1887. 

James N. Cox, Colonel and A. D. C, Calumet, January 1, 1887. 

George M. Devlin, Colonel and A. D. C, Jackson, January 1, 1887. 

George S. Lockwood, Colonel and A. D. C, Saginaw, January 1, 1887. 

Marvin E. Hall, Colonel and A. D. C, Hillsdale, Jai.uary 1, 1887. 

William W. Cook, Lieut. Colonel and Ass't Adjutant General, Lansing, April 17, 1888. 

La Fayette Harter, Lieut. Colonel and Ass't Q. M. General, Detroit, April 22, 1887, 

MiLO D. Campbell, Major and Military Secretary, Lansing, January 1, 1887. 

Howard Wiest, Major and Judge Advocate, Detroit, January 1, 1887. 
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The discipline and animating spirit of the troops is excellent^ there being 
shown a marked increase in attendance at drill and a more rigid adherence to 
tactics and orders. Daring the encampment of this year it was frequently 
remarked by officers of regular troops who were on duty at Fort Mackinac, or 
who yisited the grounds, that Michigan had cause to be proud of her soldiery. 
During the quarter last past the ayerage number of drills per company has 
been 12, with over 56 per cent of the entire enrollment present. When it is 
taken into consideration that the seryice is voluntary and that the companies 
Are made up of young men whose private business must have attention, this 
is considered a very good showing. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

D. B. AINGEB. 

Adjutant OeneraL 
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Military Department, Michigak, 
Inspector Qbneral's Office, 

Lansing, Sept 29, 1888. 
To',Oen. D, B, Ainger, Adjutant Qeneral: 

Dear Sir. — I have the honor to submit the following report lor the years 
1887 and 1888- 

At the time of entering upon the duties of this oflBce in January, 1887, I 
was impressed with the fact that one of the most noticeable defects in the 
State service was a lack of thorough and proper instruction in guard mount 
and the duties of sentinels. Prior to entering upon a tour of inspections for 
that year I issued to the Captains of companies the following circular: 

Military Department, Michigan, 

Inspector General's Office, 

Lansing, May 6, 1887, 

Circular No. 1, 
Series 1887. 

All companies in the State service will be inspected at their home stations prior to 
the annual encampment in August. 

Notice will be given company commanders at least five days prior to inspection. 

All members must be in attendance or furnish satisfactory excuses to the command- 
ing officer. The Inspector will make a minute of all absences and the excuses given 
therefor. 

The momlnf^ will be devoted to the inspection of clothing and State property in the 
company armory. 

At 2:30 o'clock p. m. a guard mounting will be had in accordance with section 818 of 
Upton's Tactics. 

The Captain will act as officer of the day, the First Lieutenant as Adjutant, and the 
Second Lieutenant and First Serjeant as officers of the guard. 

The Captain will detail a suitable non-conimissioned officer to act as Sergeant Major. 

The company will be divided into suitable details to be placed in charge of non-com- 
missioned officers who will act as First Sergeants of companies in conducting them to 
the parade ground. 

After marching in review the guard will be conducted to its post and divided into 
three reliefs. 

Each relief wiU be given a short tour of Fguard duty and each member examined as 
to his knowledge of the duties of sentinels. 

Special attention will be given to challenging and saluting. 

After inspection in guard duty the company will be exercised in skirmish drill and 
firing, and, if practicable, in target practice. 

At 8 o'clock p. m. the company will assemble at the armory in full dress for inspeo- 
tion, which wiU be conducted in accordance with Circular No. 2, Series 1885, from this 
department. 
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For greater comfort to the men the afternoon inspection will be in fati^^e uniform 
•with gloves. 

Whenever there are two or more companies at the same station they will unite in the 
afternoon inspection and the detail for guard mounting will be made out by the senior 
-officer. 

The recent change of arms in many of the companies will render it necessary for 
them to give particular atttention to the manual for loading, inspection and stacking 
of arms. 

FRANK D. NEWBERRY, 

[Inspector General M, S» T. 

At about the time of the issuing of the foregoing circular Reagan's Manual 
of Guard Daty was adopted as authority for the instruction and government 
of State Troops by orders from Brigade Headquarters^ and a supply issued by 
the Quartermaster General by direction of the Military Board. 

During May^ June and July I inspected most of the companies at their 
home stations. Owing to the fisict that the date of the annual encampment 
was changed and made one week earlier than was contemplated when I 
entered upOn my inspections, I was compelled to omit the inspection of the 
companies at Grand Bapids, Port Huron, Saginaw, East Saginaw and Mon- 
roe for lack of time. I also failed to inspect the Detroit companies of the 
Fourth Regiment through a misunderstanding with the commanding officer 
AS to date. They, however, turned out and were inspected, at Belle Isle by 
Oapt. Ohas. Dupont. 

Without entering into details which may be found in my reports made at 
the time, I am pleased to report that a majority of the companies visited were 
in good condition. The program indicated in Circular No. 1 was generally 
carried out so far as possible in the time allotted. Guard mount and instruc- 
tion of sentinels filled up the afternoon, and company inspections were held 
at the armories in the evening. Officers and men alike were greatly inter- 
ested in the work of guard mount and sentry duty and the benefits of instruc- 
tion in these departments seemed to be fully appreciated. The evening 
inspections were frequently well attended by citizens, and in almost every case 
carried out in a creditable manner. The good work of my predecessor. Gen. 
J. H. Kidd, was especially apparent in this ceremony of the companies. As a 
rule I found the yeces clean and serviceable. The uniforms, although many 
of them were old and of various shades of material and trimmings, were, as 
a rule, clean and in fair condition for service. With but two exceptions the 
armories were well kept and the State property well cared for. In these two 
instances moth had been allowed to greatly injure the State uniforms, and in 
one case the dress uniforms belonging to the company itself had been* badly 
•damaged. The Captains had been negligent in attending to the condition of 
the wardrobes and lockers. With a change in commanders of th^se compa- 
nies a better condition of affairs now exists. 

In my inspection of the Upper Peninsula companies I was assisted by Col. 
E. J. Ensign, President of the State Military Board. Three of these com- 
panies were in excellent condition. The Marquette company had been unfor- 
tunate in many ways and was greatly below the standard. It was continued 
in service for the time in the hope that it would receive new enlistments 
.and improve in drill and discipline. 

6 
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EKCAMPKEMT OF 1887. 

The annual encampment^ from August 4 to 8^ inclusiye^ was held on the- 
grounds near Brighton and was a decided success. It was named Gamp John 
Bobertson in honor of the late Adjutant General of the State. The regi- 
ments of the brigade were encamped together^ but each organization had ita^ 
own guard and the commanding officer of each was held responsible for its 
drill and discipline. Brigade Commander^ Gen. I. 0. Smithy had headquar- 
ters upon the grounds and had general oversight of the encampment. The 
result was the most quiet and orderly camp since the organization of the bri- 
gade. ' Officers and men united to make it strictly a business affair. Especial^ 
attention was paid to guard mount and the duties of sentinels. The improve- 
ment in this respect was marked. In drill and discipline the progress from 
day to day was extremely satisfactory. Col. H. M. Blacky 23d IT. S. Infan- 
try, was present throughout and won the regard of officers and men alike by 
his military bearing and courteous and kindly assistance. He has the sincere 
thanks of this Department for counsel and encouragement. Qis report to 
the Adjutant General, IT. S. A.^ is full of valuable suggestions and should 
be read by every member of the State Troops. I ask that it be published in^ 
the reports of the Military Department. 

SUNDAY INSPECTIONS. 

The regular Sunday inspections of arms^ clothing and equipments were- 
made by my assistants whose reports the i eon are enclosed. They were made- 
with great thoronghness ard care. In company with Ool. Black, IT. S. 
Inspector, and Gen. Smith, Brigade Commander, I made a general inspection 
of the troops under arms and in their quarters. With few exceptions the 
arms were in good condition and the clothing and equipments serviceable. 
We found the quarters in excellent shape. Mess tents and kitchens were 
scrupulously clean and the rations of the men were abundant and of excellent 
quality. 

The encampment throughout was almost entirely free from sickness. 

1888. • 

Early in the spring of 1888 it became evident that something must be done* 
to put the Marquette company on a basis of greater efficiency. In company 
with Gen. S. B. DaboU, Quartermaster General, and Col. E. 0. Fox, Presi- 
dent of the Military Board, I visited the company at its home station late in 
April. Upon inspection of the company I found it so deficient in drill and 
discipline that I recommended it for muster out to the Oolnmander-in-Ohief. 
Upon consultation with leading citizens of the place it was thou£[ht that a. 
new organization might be effected and put in a condition of drill and disci- 
pline to be mustered into State service prior to the encampment in July. 
With this end in view the arms, clothing and equipments were left in the 
armory, and encouragement given that a new company would be accepted if 
properly organized and disciplined. On the 25th day of June I again visited 
Marquette with Quartermaster General Daboll and mustered into the State 
service a new company which was designated as (Jompany G, Third Regiment^ 
M. S. T. This company subsequently appeared at the encampment in July^ 
in good force and under excellent discipline. 
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Daring the season I also inspected at their home stations the three compa* 
nies at Grand Sapids, the Monroe and Adrian companies and the company at 
Ionia. This last company I fonnd greatly improved under its new com- 
mander and in a very healthy Qondition. I also visited Muskegon^ Kalama- 
zoo and Ann Arbor for the purpose of arranging certain matters of difference 
that had arisen in the companies at those places and was pleased to find that 
they came into the annual encampment in good form. 

THE ENOAMPMENT OF 1888. 

Early in the fall of 1887 it was decided by the State Military Board that a 
change in the place of holding the encampment was very desirable. The 
Island of Mackinac was suggested as a healthy and attractive location in case 
suitable grounds could be obtained and reasonable rates of transportation 
secured. Upon examination it was found that only sufficient room could be 
had for the encampment of two regiments at a time upon the Island. 
Through the courtesy of Senator Frank B. Stockbridge, of this State, and the 
assistance of the War Department at Washington, sufficient land was secured 
for a camp and drill grounds for two regiments. The matter of transporta- 
tion was arranged with the Grand Rapids & Indiana and Michigan Central 
railroads upon the most favorable terms ever offered to the State. With this 
encouragement and in the hope that the change might have a good effect in 
securing new enlistments and awakening fresh enthusiasm in the State ser- 
vice the Military Board recommended the establishment of the encampment 
at Mackinac. The Commander-in-Ohief thereupon ordered the Second and 
Fourth Regiments into camp on the morning of July 12, to remain five days,, 
and to be followed by the First and Third Regiments on the 19 th for a like 
period of service. The Commander-in-Chief went into camp on the 12th 
and remained until its close. Col. H. M. Black, Twenty-third United States 
Infantry, was again detailed by the Adjutant General, U. S. A., as govern- 
ment inspector and remained through the entire encampment. 

CAMP LUCE. 

In honor of the Commander-in-Chief the camp was named Camp Luce by 
order of Brigadier Gen. I. C. Smith, who was present with his staff and had 
general command of the troops. 

The Second and Fourth Regiments came into camp strong in numbers and 
presenting a fine appearance. They at once entered upon their work in com- 
pany and battalion drills and continued to make marked improvement during 
their term of service. The camp was quiet and orderly and was characterized 
by an unusually strict observance of military courtesy and discipline. Four 
companies of the Twenty-third U. S Infantry were encamped near by, and 
two other companies of the same regiment were quartered in Fort Mackinac 
only a short distance away. These constitated the regular battalion and were 
under the command of Brevet Major Randall. Their guard mounts, com- 
pany and battalion drills, and evening parades were greatly admired by the 
State Troops. The officers and men of the two coVnmands were on the most 
friendly terms and many valuable points in drill and discipline were acquired 
from the regulars. The mutual kindly regard seemed to increase to the close 
of the encampment. I look upon this bringing in contact of regulars and 
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militia as one of the most Talnable results of the change in location of the 
encampment. 

As in 1887 the detailed inspection of the regiments was confided to mj 
aEmstants. I made a general inspection of the men nnder arms and at qoar- 
ten. I was agreeably surprised to find that Uie gnn slings, belts and cart- 
ridge boxes and clothing in many of the companies presented a better appear- 
ance than the year before. This arose from the fact that company com- 
manders had taken more pains in preparing their companies for inspection. 

We found the camp had been thoroughly policed and the quarters were 
clean and neat. Dinner was being prepared in the kitchens and the food was 
abundant and of good quality. 

The number of men in the Second and Fourth Regiments in camp this 
year was one hundred and eighteen more than in 1887. 

The First and Third Regiments entered camp on the 19th with about one 
hundred more men than in 1887. They were in fine form and entered upon 
their duties with great zeal and eamestnef s. Their drills and parades showed 
much progress from day to day. Their camp discipline was not so strict as 
was desirable and yet it was hard to find fault with men who performed their 
work on the drill ground with such zeal and success. No better material for 
efficient soldiers can be found than exists in many of these companies. 

Upon inspection they made a better showing than the year before. Com- 
pany quarters, kitchens and mess tents were in good condition. 

The camp closed on the evening of the 23d of July. 

From expressions of the officers and men alike, it was eyident that the 
change of location of the encampment had been greatly enjoyed. While the 
work accomplished was greater than in former years, it had been done with 
less fatigue to all concerned. The health of the men was excellent. Camp 
Luce was a success. I doubt the adyisability of adopting the location for 
permanent camping grounds unless more room can be obtained for camp and 
drill purposes. It would seem to me desirable that hereafter the whole bri- 
gade encamp at the same tiiQe. 

I would recommend that the uniform of the State Troops be changed to 
correspond in color and trimmings with that of the regular army. This 
would be a great saving in expense in a few years' time, as new demands could 
be met by drawing direct from the government They could thus be 
obtained more cheaply and of a l>etter and more uniform quality. In many 
respects the white trimmings are preferable. They are more showy and pre- 
sent a very handsome appearance in the manual of arms. 

I would recommend that in the coming year more attention be paid to the 
skirmish drill and target firing. I know that this will necessitate harder 
work on the part of commanders of companies and their assistants and yet it 
ought not to be so much neglected. Every company in the service should be 
able to make deployments to the front and by the flanks rapidly and in good 
order. The men should be made to understand the range and efficiency of 
their pieces and rendered as good marksmen at the different ranges as can be 
done in the time at their disposal. 

I wish to express my thanks to the captains and officers of companies for 
courtesies received on my tours of inspection. There has been, almost uni- 
versally, a desire to make these inspections not only successful as a company 
ceremony but of advantage as a matter of drill and discipline. To the high 
character and earnestness of the officers and men alike is due the good stand- 
ing of the State Troops for discipline and efficiency. 
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On ihe part of the regiments as separate organizations there has been a 
noticeable improvement in the last two years. They have increased in effi- 
ciency and discipline. The field and staff officers are to be congratulated on 
the excellent work done in battalion and brigade movements at the last two 
encampments. Faithful and well directed efforts have produced this result* 

Brig. Gren. Smith, whose long service in the volunteer forces in the late 
war and many years connection with the State Troops has especially fitted 
him for his present position as Brigade Commander, has been untiring in his 
efforts to increase the high standing and efficiency of the Brigade. He haa 
earned the marked success that has attended his efforts. 

To the Commander-ia-Chief, the Hon. Cyrus O. Luce, I desire to express 
thanks for his earnest words of encouragement and active efforts to promote 
the best interests of the State Troops. The service has never had a warmer 
aud more steadfast friend. 

Respectfully, your obedient servant, 

FRANK D. NEWBERRY, 

Inspector General. 

Camp John Robertson, Aug, 4, 1887. 
QetCl Frank D.' Newberry, Inspector General : 

General,— pQTSoaDt to your iDstmctions for iDspection iD general camp icatine in 
the Fourth Regiment, M. S. T., I b^ to report : The r^meDt came into camp smaller 
in number than usual, but in good condition. Companies were prompt and diligent in 
the performance of duty, and a special pride and ambition to excel in military duties^ 
appearance of qoarters and discipline was manifest at the opening of the camp. 
Quarters for men were ample and better than heretofore. 

The regiment came into camp with a band of 21 men, uniformed in State clothing. 
In this connection I most note, having been detailed by you to muster the regiment, I 
found the band assigned to the scTeral companies as " substitutes.** I declined to so 
muster them, and am advised by Cols. Devlin, Fox and Lockwood, who assisted, 
that such was their action. While a band for each regiment would be a desirable 
feature, I do not understand that any authority to make an exception in favor of this 
regiment was asked or given , and the precedent should not be recognized. The military 
authority provided such music for the brigade as seemed necessary and as the funds 
would admit. 

That the arrangement for music was not ample and entirely satisfactory — and 
without this band would have been less so — I respectfully submit, and in view of this 
fact, together with the fact that the Fourth Regiment has six companies stationed in 
Detroit, where battalion work is often done, and this band/ a new one, being aided and 
largely supported by those companies, to be known as the Fourth Regiment band, I 
recommend that a sum equal to pay and subsistence of enlisted men, be paid to the 
Colonel commanding for services of this band, and that it be regularly mustered in the 
several companies. 

The quarters of the Held and Staff officers were somewhat better than other 
regiments, they having purchased extra tents and flies. While they were military and 
convenient, I submit the practice should be discouraged ; but tents should be provided 
amply for all, and uniform, as the general good of the State Troops will be best 
subserved by uniformity and equiUity in quarters, and only at the expense of the 
State. 

Very respectfully, 

E. J. ENSIGN, 

Col. and A. A. I. Gen*L 

Camp John Robertson, Aug. o, 1S87. 

GenH F. D. Newberry, Intpector General, M. S. T. : 

GENBRAL,~In pursuance of your verbal instructions for observation and inspection 
of routine duty in the First Regiment, M. S. T., for the day, I submit : The observance 
of general duty was fair. Tents were not as well aired or as neat and soldierly in 
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arraDgement as should be, but a disposition to improve is apparent. Eleven tents are 
provided for each company, giving an average of five men to each. 
Discipline is fair and will, no doubt, be improved as the field officers become more 
. familiar with their new positions. 

^ One or two companies came into camp with scarcely the minimum number of men, 

and I respectfully recommend that a more strict enforcement of attendance at drills at 
home stations be required, or steps be taken to muster out of service any company not 
up to an average degree of effective force. The State Troops should not be composed 
^f a few good companies and many mediocre or poor ones, but of the best in number 
4Uid material, and the good should not be hampered by the poor. 

The guard mounting was hardly up to the standard hoped for. Sentinels were fairly 
well posted and instructed, but the men in quarters were not as observing of military 
position and courtesy as desirable. 

Very respectfully, 

E. J. ENSIGN, 

Col, and A, A, L Oen'l. 

Camp John Robertson, Aitg, 6, 1887. 

QerCl F, D, Newberry ^ Inspector General, M. 8, T. : 

Gknebal, — I have observed the routine performance of duty by the Second Regiment, 
M. S. T., as directed by you, and respectfully report : The companies are quartered in 
eleven tents each, giving an average of five men to each. Police dutv is fairly well 
done and shows improvement. A spirit of ambition and disposition to observe carefully 
military courtesy was noticeable, and the field officers receive hearty cooperation in 
their efforts to improve the regiment from line officers and men. In skirmish drill 
intervals were noticeably good, and a tour through the quarters at tattoo showed great 
promptness in Sergeant's orders and response to roll calls, with a commissioned officer 
present, so far as observed. At taps lights were promptly extinguished and the men 
became quiet with surprising haste. Sentinels were fairly well posted, though some 
had sought information from ex-officers and had been instructed erroneously. I can 
but congratulate the regiment upon receiving guard instructions during your tour of 
inspection at home stations, and to predict for it, under command of its new officers, 
a decided improvement in military deportment and efficiency. 

Very respectfully, 

E. J. ENSIGN, 

Col. and A. A. I. Oen'L 

Camp John Robertson, Island Lake, Mich., Aug, 7, 1887. 

OerCl Frank D. Newberry, Inspector General, M, 8, T, : 

General,— We respectfully submit the following report of our inspection of the 
Third Regiment, made in pursuance to ^our orders : 

The arms of the regiment we found m excellent condition, mostly new Springfield 
rifles. Only two did we find that are not serviceable- The cartridge-boxes are not so 
satisfactory. Few, if any, of them can be closed when filled with shells. Many of the 
men wore their belts too loose, causing them to slip down and sag. Also a great many 
new gun straps are needed. The uniforms are generally in good condition, except that 
the contrast in color between those in use for several vears and those of recent purchase 
is quite marked and conspicuous. Greater care should be taken in selecting the cloth 
so that the clothing may be kept more uniform. Quite a large per cent, of the men 
appeared on inspection with unblacked boots, and some even wore base ball shoes, 
which detracted materially from tne appearance of the companies in which this laxiiy 
was permitted. The quarters of the regiment were in excellent condition and the 
police of the grounds ail that could be desired. Some of the men, in two companies, 
neglected to come to ** attention,'' and some went to the other extreme and ** saluted," 
while the inspection officers were in the company streets. 

The province of an inspecting officer is to criticise, to the end that defects and 
imperfections may be brought out and remedied, it is greatly to the credit of the 
Third Regiment that we are able to point out so few defects that need remedying. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servants, 

D. B. AINGER, Adjutant General, 
J. N. COX, Colonel and A. D, C. 



